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Admonition to the Reader, concerning 
the Authority an4 Uſe of the 
Holy Scriptures. 


He following Papers, _ intended only for 

a private SatisfaQtion, and not for the ould 

lick View, are writ in a n—_—_ to the 

Sex to which-they are dedi , and the few 
Arguments here and there added, either to explain or 1l- 
luſtrate a«Text of Scripture, are ſuch as are more obvious 
to a Female Capacity, than perhaps the common way of 
Arguing uled by one great Difputantagainſt another is, 
For it was no more my intent, than-it was my Buſineſs, 
in writing to Women; who by Reaf2n of their general 
want of Learning, underſtand nothing of Logical Rea- 
foning, and as little of O—_ Inferences, to endea- 
vour to make a thing plain, by rendring it more unintel- 
ligible : But to make every thing as obvious and plain 
to the molt ordinary Underſtanding, as I might, tho? 
my Words were never ſo homely ; And though it is con- 


. feſt, The Lady to whom theſe Papers were eſpecially 


direQed, is a Perſon endued with better Parts, and more 
Learning than others of her Sex generally are; yetI con- 
ſidered, That many more of her Society or Acquaiatance, 
might be concerned inthe Reading of chem : And there- 
fore I thought, as a aw} would not be iy + 
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fant tothe Lady her ſelf, ſo it would certainly be both 
more Acceptable and Profitable to others, not loaden 


with ſo much Sagacity and ms, ao. 

But, ſince in this Undertaking I have wholly relyed on 
the Teſtimony of the Scriptures, and have drawn all my 
Arguments from them ; Ithink it proper to vindicate my 
Proceeding that way, by giving the Reader a curſor 
Accaunt of the Supteme Authority of the Sacred Wri- 
tings, conſifting in twoParticulars : The Firſt is, Their 
containing, fully, all things needful for our Salvation. 
And the Second, . Their being ſufficient to determine 
Points of Doubt and Controverlie. In both which I ſhall 
ſill make my Appeal co the Scriptures themſelves ; and 
likewiſe intermix a few Teſtimones of the Fathers, not 
for Confirmation of the Scriptures Authority, for that is 
evident enough-in.it ſelf; but to ſhew the Opinion of 
thoſe great» Pillars of the Church in a Matter, about 
which there is fo great a Diſagreement betwixt us and 
the Church of Rome. M 
+ I begin therefore with the firſt-Evidence of the Sus 
preme Authority of the Scriptures; Their containing, 
tully, all things acedful for our Salvation. 

The Evangeliſt, *F6h. 20. 30. tells us, That Jeſus did 
many ſigns, in the preſence of his diſciples, which are not 
written in this book, But theſe, lays he, are written, That 
ye might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the ſon of God, and 
that —__ ye might have life through his name. ** And- 
© this Goſpel by S. John, may without Injury, be thought 
© to excel the other three, ſays S. Cyril; and he gives 
no weak Reaſons for it: One of which is, © Thar it 
&* contains all _ pertaining to Truth, which the 
« other do alſo, but not in ſo high a Strain : For 
«© whereas the. reſt do moſt Exquiſitely deſcribe the Ge- 
« nealogy of our Saviour, either deſcending from Abra- 
«& ham to Joſeph; or aſcending from Joſep to oC" , 

* 5. John 
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#$. John has not mich laboured in theſe Matters, but 
* yyith an aſpiring Mind ſeems to foar beyond Human 
« Poſlibility, and, is not afraid, in expreſs Words to ſer 
© down his Incffable Generation ; Is the beginning was 
« the word; and the word was with God, and the word was 
«God. The ſume was in the beginning with God : And ſo 
« aſpires dire&tly to the Foundatipn of Divine Truth. 
Where, by the way, it will not be amiſs to obſerve, 
That this Evangeliſt was the beloved Diſciple of our 
Lord; and hain it cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed he 
would conceal any thing from him that was neceſlary to 
be known : But on the contrary, he revealed more to 
him than was needful to be ſet down, in fome Particu- 
lars whereof he was commanded to be Silent ; as may 
be ſeen, Rev. 10. 4. But when any =_ might be 
known, he 15 to declare it, Chap. 22, 10. and Chap. 1. 3. 
They are bleſſed who read and hear the words of this prophe» 
cy, with an jvitent to keep thoſe things which are. wyitten 
therein. So then, though we are ignorant of ſome 
things, yer by what is written, we may ſufficiently be 
acquainted with whatever is neceſſary for us to know. 
. Paul, Atts 20. after he had told the Epheſians, Verſe 
30, That of their own ſelves ſbould ariſe men, ſpeaki ngper- 
verſe things to draw away diſciples after them, Ar the 32 
Verſe he commends them to God, and tothe Word-of 
his Grace, which, he tells them, « able to build them up, 
«nd to give them an inheritance among all them which are 
fantified. And leſt it ſhould be thought that he had 
broached fome unwritten Traditions of his own, he pro- 
feſſes Chap. 26. 22, That having obtained help of God, 
he ſtill continued, witneſſing both to ſmall and oreat, but 
ſaying no other things than thoſe which the Prophets and Mo: 
ſes did ſay ſhould come. Accordingly he tells the Romane, 
in his Epiſtle to them, Chap. 1. 16. That he was zot aſba 
med of the goſpel of Chriſt, becauſe it is the power of God 
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-unto ſalvation,to every one that believeth. And Chap.1 5.4. 
Whatſoever things mere written aforetime, were writien for 
our learning, that we through Patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope. And ſays S, Chryſoſtom, . 
© Whercfore are theſe things written, but that we ſhould 
« learn. them ? * | «£66 


9» , k 3 
ba Cor. Cyr Swine ' yoo were y gr are, Of all, the moſt exatt Bal- 
In > % la ce, Guide and Rule. And accerding4e'S. 4itheneſs- 


ws, I dv yas $,4g{0 ale 4 winociudr, The Anchors and 
_ Support of our Faith. And Jrenews calls them wreye £ 
ax13vss drawn, the immoveable Canon of Truth ; and the 
Pillar and Foundation of our Faith, And we being ſure 
of what the Apoſtle ſays,2Tim.3.16,17.T hat all Scripture 
is given by Inſpiration of God, and i profitable for doitrin, 
for reproof, for correttion, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, 
That the man of God may be perfett, throughty farniſbed wN- 


Canen"''* 20 all: good Works; may ately conclude with S, Auſtin, 
pheterm "That the Rule of Faith is fixed and terminated in the 
& 4poſio- Books of the Prophets and Apoſtles. It was the conſtant 


{ern * Opinion of this great DoQor of the Gentiles, That the 


bris figi 
a Scriptures were of themſelves able to make Men Wile 
mineri-4%$ ynto Salvation, | Neither is he alone ; for St. James 


ry apc aſſures us, That they are able to ſave our Souls, Jem. 


1. 21. And therefore St. Peter calls '*'em a more ſure word 
of Prophecy, thana Voice from Hcaven ; and ſays, That 
all Men would do well that they take good heed tom, 
as unto a Light that ſhineth in a dark place, 2 Pez.1. 19, 
And our Lord himſelf, in the Parable, .brings in Abra- 
ham telling the Rich Man in Hell, That his Brethren 
had Moſes and the Prophets, whom let *em hear, ſays 
he; for if they will not hear them, neither will they be 
perſuaded, though one role from the Dead, Luk. 16. 
29. 31, Upon which words, St. Chryſoſtow's Infe- 
rence was, © That we ſhould believe the Scriptures, 
+ Though the Dead ſhould riſe, and though Angels 

* ſhould 
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& ſhould deſcend from Heaven , we muſt prefer thg/ 
«Teſtimony of Scriptures before them : According 
the"Apoſtle, Gal. 1. 8. Though we, or an Angel from 
Heaven, preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that which 
we have preached unto you, let him be accurſed. All which 
Itake to be Indications plain enough of the ſufficiency 
of the Scriptures,as to all things pertaining to Salvation. 

But beſides this, I ſaid they were alſo in themſelves 
ſufficient to determin Points of Controverſie. 

The Pſalmiſt ſays of the Word of God, That it is a 
Lamp to his Feet, and a Light to his Path, P/al. 119. 
105. - And therefore it was that he fo often ſpeaks of 
ordering himſelf according to this Word, and prays fo 
earneſtly to God to enable him to do it. 

And thus the Prophet expoſtulates with the Jews, 1/a. 
8. 19, 20. When they ſpall ſay unto you, Seek unto them 
which have familiar ſpirits, and unto wizards that peep and 
mutter ; Should not a people ſeek unto their God ? for the 
living, to the dead? To the law and to the teftimony : if 
they ſpeak not according to this word, it is becauſe there is 
no light in them. 

It was the way of the Apoſtles, on all occaſions, to 
have recourſe to the Scriptures. Thus St. Perer, in his 
Sermon to Cornelius, to confirm his Doftrin of the Meſſis, 
ſays, To him give «ll the Prophets witneſs, that through his 
Name whoſoever believeth on him, ſhall receive remiſſion of 
fins, At. 10. 43. And that it was the conftant praftice 
of St. Pas/, no Man can deny that has had the leaſt 
converſe with his Writings ; eſpecially that great Axiom 
of his, which has never been contradited, That the 
Scriptures are given by Inſpiration of God, and are pro- 


- fitable for DoCtrin, for Reproof, for Correction, tor 


Inftrudtion in Righteouſneſs, is a more than ordinary in- 
ſtance of his Opinion in this particular. And as it is writ- 
ten, was the only refuge of thoſe Primitive Builders = 
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tne: Church. And- it was the very ſame method that 


our Lord bimfſelf took to ropeouy the Te , Matth. 
4. 4. It-is written, Man {pall not liveby bread-alone, &c. 


And Verſ. 7. It is written, Thou ſbalt not tempt the Lord 
thy God. And Verſ. 10. It is written, Thou ſbals worſhip 
the Lord thy God. And thus he us'd always to bring the 
Teltimonies of Moſes and theProphets againſt the impious 
ObjeQtions of rhe Jews ; very often telling them, That 
he did not ſpeak his own Words, but the Word of him 
that ſent him ; that is, the Word of God. 

And now, would it not be a thing to be wonder'd at, 
if the Holy Fathers of the Church ſhould be ignorant of 
this way of arguing? Or if they did know it, that they 

- would not chule to follow his Example whom they pre- 
tended to worſhip and obey ? But we have no caule to 
wonder at this, but rather at their ignorance, or wilful 
ſtubbornne(s, who pretend to be acquainted with them, 
and yet, ſeemingly at leaſt, aſſert their Sentiments and 
Prattice in this matter, to be contrary to their Prede- 

It was uſual with Bzſi/ thus to expreſs hjmſel, in6rr6- 

5@ iutr Nene 35:97 ; Let the Scriptures, which are divinely 

MemEti. inſpir'd, Foe orwees ws. For, fays:he, Whatſoever 

-7 4 is contrary tothem, is not of Faith, ani therefore ſinful. 

Every Word or Cauſe ought to be tried and confirm'd by 
the Holy Scriptures. 

.Cy;r. a Neither does St. Cyprian come behind him in this 
; cont. particulfr ; '** If ( ſays he) the Pipes through which 

Seb. Pap. « Water is conveyed into the City, ſhould be ſuddenly 

« deficient,ſhould we not go preſently to the Spring, that 
«thence we may know the cauſe of the defeft, whether 

© the Spring it ſelf is dry, or whether the Pipes are ftopt 

* by anything which may hinder the courſe of the Wa- 

© ter? And ſo the Pipes being clear'd, the City may be 

< ſupplied with Water as before. So ought the Mini- 
\ ſters 


viſt. ad 
Eakbo 
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« ſters of the Goſpel to do: In matters of Doubt they 
« ſhould go to our Lord and his Apoſtles, that they may 
«model their Actions by their DoQtrin, as the Fountain 
« and Original of Divine Truth, 

Tertulken likewiſe would accept of no Argument 
that was not drawn from the Scriptures. . And by this Tre, 
he confuted the Hereticks of his time. * For ({ays he) dm «cxe- 
« take away the Sophiſtry of the Heathea Philoſophers, {+ 107 
« which the Hereticks make uſe of, and when they come 
« to argue from the Scriptures they will not be able to 
« ſtand, 

St. Chryſoſtom ſays, That if any thing is aſſerted with- cy; i 
out the authority of the Scriptures to back it on, it leaves ?/«m 55- 
the Hearers in doubt. »OvNy d ng yeagns Abouin, lays Clemens (1, Al. de 
Alexandrinus ; We ſay nothing againſt the Scriptures. Fer. Som. 
AndTheodoret is wir wii uarry Ya yeoor ; 1 a inthe - 
Scriptures only. To which we may add his Teſtimony of 1. «ap. 6. 
the Saying of Conſtantine the Great, * That the Books of !5- y—_ 
« the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, and the Oracles of the "__ 
* the ancient Prophets do evidently teach us, what we 
« areto think of the Divine Power. Therefore in every 
*« ſeditious Controverſie, let us diſcuſs the Point in 
*« queſtion, by the Teſtimony of thoſe divinely infpir?d 
« Writings. Whence we may ſee, that all the Fathers 
are not againſt us 1a this matter, 

I think Origex may come 1a for one on our ſide. For 
in his Comment upon the Sixteenth 'Chapter of the 
Epiſtle to the Romans, having explained thoſe Admoni- 
tions of the Apoſtle, wer/. 17, 18; and comircg to ver/, 

19. where the Apoſtle tells the Romans, That ' their 

Obedience is come abroad; unto all Men: And that he 

is. therefore glad on their behglf, ** The Apoſite (lays 

* he) therefore rejoyces over: thole,.that were obedient, 

© being ſure that as he had taught them not to uſe that 

« general Obedicace which they indifterently pay to all 
B en, 


Ang 
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© Men, for that which is due to- God only, whereby 
& they obey God rather than Man ; fo this Obedience was 
© embraced by them before the other. For *tis indeed 
& an argument of no little diſcretion, but ofa quick and 
© moſt piercing Judgment, if we can diſcern what Opt 
©< nion is to be followed, and what is rather to be reject- 
« ed. In a word, our Lord himſelf in the Goſpel fays, 
© Beware of them which come to you in ſbeeps cloathing, but 
* inwardly ave devouring wolves, Therefore a watchful 
&« Soul and ſetled Mind are required in order to our di- 
. © ſcovering the plain ſimplicity of Sheep, or the more 
© hidden malice and greedineſs of Wolves. Whence 
*« we may.learn what great danger they are in, who 
* the Rudy of the Holy Scriptures, from which 
« only they can be furaiſhed with fach a knowledge 

© and diſcretion. wy 
St. Auſtin has an Expreſſion, which makes a great 
bluſter in the World ; I would not believe the Goſpel 
* (lays he) if the Authority of the Catholick Church 
< did not move me toit. Upon this the Authority of 
the Church is magnified above_the Authority of the 

Scriptures. 

But if St. Auſtin did not intend any ſuch thing, where 
arewe then ? He expreſs'd himſelf once to this purpoſe, 
of. ** Thou , O God, haft aflur'd me, that not they who 


6 6.6.5» © believ'd thy Books, which with ſo great Authority 


& thou haſt eſtabliſh'd in almoſt all the World ; bur 
* they who did not, were culpable : Neither 'are th 

© to be heard, who ſhall ask me, how I know, that thoſe 
« Books are given to Men <Apicy > 7 of One moſt true 
« God.  Whi 


ich ſhews, that he did not altogether rely 
on the Teſtimony of the C which was only out. 
ward ; but chiefly 29 the inward Witneſs of the Holy 


in his Conſcience. But we may know more of 
bis Mind by more of his Words ; ** We (fays he) do 
** not 
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« not bring a falſe Ballance, that we may make things ja, cone. 
« weigh what we pleaſe, and how we pleaſe, and fo Por. ka. 
« oive judgment what is light, and- what heavy : But®© 
« we give you the divine Ballance of the Holy Scrip- 
« tures, the Treaſures of the Lord, and by that we tell 
« you what isheavy 3 yet not we, but the Lord himſelf; 
« who having weighed all things already, we tell you 
« from him what is heavy, &c. And: can we think that 
Great Father ever intended to ſet up the Authority of 
the Church above the Scriptures * He does not By, 
We tell you from the Church what is light, and what 
heavy 3 but, we tell you from the Scriptures. . And 
thus again, © Thereare (ſays he) certain Books of the 14. de wir. 
6 T to whoſe Authority we wholly aſſent, which ***# 
« we firmly believe, and in all things obey. In them 
« [et us ſeek the Church, by them let us diſcuſs our 
« Cauſe. Now, if St. Aufin did really believe the 
Scriptures, on ao other account than barely the Churches 
Teſtimony, why does he ſay, He muſt find the Church 
in the Scriptures? This would be to run round in an in- 
determinate circle ; firſt to look for the Church in the 
Scriptures, and then to ſearch for the Scriptures-in the 
Church. 1 don't ſee how theſe can ſtand together. 
Burt let it be as it will, we may with more ſafery give 
credit towhata Man is conſtant in, than to what he ays 
but once, or, it may be, never at all; and ſo we may 
aſſure our ſelves ot the conceſſion of this Holy Father to 
what we- aſlert, That the Scriptures are the ſupreme 
Decider of Controverſies. The only thing needful tobe ad- 
ded to what has been already produc'd, is, That nothing 
ought to be put to, or taken trom the Word of God. 

Bellarmin acknowledges the Scriptures tobe a Rule, 
but ſays *ris only partly fo; for the Scriptures joyrd 
with Traditions, make one perfe& Rule. 

But we have ſeen that hp Scripences alone are a 0 

2 


"0 (12) 


fet Rule; and, & An Infallible Rule (ſays St. Baſ#) 
Bafil, cont. *© ught to be fo, without addition or diminution. And 
"A « further, That it is a manifeſt departing from the Faith, 
Fid. © © and anevidence of Pride,cither to take away any thing 
« from what is written, or to add any thing that is not 
written;for our Lord has ſaid, My ſbeep hear my voice. And 
Ferom, in © ({ays St. Jerom) Whatever does not come from the 
_—_—3- 4 oly Scriptures, is as cafily condemn'd as approv'd. 
Euſeb. Hiſt Enſebirs tells us, © That after the Death of the 
© 3-4 32+ 6 Apoltles, though the Scriptures were extant, yet the 
& Church did-not long continue an unſpotted Virgin, 
« but Herefies and Corruptions of the Goſpel encrealed |! 
« apace. And then 1 would fain know what method *' 
the Orthodox DoCtors took to purge and refine the 
Church again ? I ſuppole-it may be anſwer'd, that, 
A General Council was to repreſent the whole Church, | 
and to determine the Points in Controverſie. Coen 
this,the next Queſtion will be, which way the DoQtors al- 
ſembled in Council proceeded in this great Aﬀair ? Did *' 
they appeal-to thg Church ? The moſt impious Here- 
ticks would confidently affirm, That only they were * 
of the True Church. Wou'd they appeal to the Fathers ? 
| There were many Learned Men who in their Writings 
maintain'd the worſt of Hereſies. Wou'd they appeal - 
ro Apoſtolical Traditions ? The Founders of many of ' 
the greateſt Hereſtes, lived in the Times of the Apoſtles; *' 
and on that ſcore, had as good a plea for their knowing ' 
their Sentimeats, as any of the Orthodox Fathers could 
have. I am certain the firſt Nicene Council took no ſuch 
way, but onall occaſions urg'd the Scriptures againſt the 
ions of thoſe Hereticks they were to deal with, as 
might be-ſhewa at large, if it was abſolutely neceſſary 
£0 Our 
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> orgs ines, 


At preſent let us content our ſelves with a few Te | 
Rimonics of the Fathers agaiaſt ſuch proceedings. als | 
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And firſt, againſt Appealing to the Churches Cuſtome; 
St Cyprian ſays, **a Cultome which ſome have taken up, cyr. «4 
« ought nor to prevail againſt the Truth ; for Cuſtome 79*# 
« yyithout the Truth, is but the Ornament of an Error : dh. 
« For which Reaſon let us forſake the Error of ſuch a Cu- 
« tome, and follow the Truth. And when S. A»ftin bids 
us ſeek the Church in the Scriptures ; he cannor intend, 
in my Opinion, That we ſhould follow the Church in any 
thing repugnant to the Scriptures : But belides, A Rule 
of Faith ought to be Perfect. But Orzger tells us, That as orix: in 
« on every Floor there is Chaff as well as Wheat, ſois **® 
« the Church on Earth, ſome part Wheat, and the reſt *' 
« Chat, And upon Matth. 21. 14. where it is faid, 14. is 
That the blind and the lame came into the Temple to Chriſt, Manh. 
and he healed them : © The Moral Conſtruction of this, *®* '* 
ſays he, * is, That in the Church all cannot ſee, neither 
« can all walk Upright ; but ſome are Blind and others - 
*Lame. To which he immediately applies this Reme- 
«qdy, as the moſt efteQual: They, fs he, who are 
© {ſenſible of their own Blindneſs, face there 15 no other 
«way to be rid of it, but by the Word of God, the 
<« ſhould apply themſelves to that, and they cannot miſs 
* of a Cure. Which is enough to prove the Inſufficien- - 
cy of the Churches Cuſtomes or Authority, as to Mat- 
ters of Faith at leaſt. | 

Secondly, Neither will the Teſtimonies of the Fathers 
be of any Force in this Particular : For a Rule of Faith 
muſt be tull of Knowledge, and ſufficiently able to in- 
ſtru& us. But what ſays S. Aufin of himſelf ? '* I am Aug. cp. 
* not only ignorant, ſays he, in many other Things, - but *'* 
® even in the Holy Scriptures themſelves, Iam yet to 
« leara more than I know already. And thus he elſc- Zpad&icr. - 
« where exprelles himſelf: To the Books of the Scriptures 
« only, which are called Canonical, doI owe this Ho» 


« nour, that I firmly believe, That none of ther Pen- 
£c Men ; 


Zellerm. de be {0 in the whole. 
That the Decrees of General Councils cannot be a by 
c 


Comncil. |.2. 
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"* men haveerr'd in any thing they have written, But I 


©« efteem other Writers according to their Sanftity and 
« Learning : I do not think any thing true, meerly be- 
« cauſe it was their & a W hich. very. well a 

with that Axiom of Tertullian ; © If, ſays he, a Bihop, 
« or Deacon, if a Widow or Maid, if a Or, Or even 
« a Martyr ſhould err from the. Rule, would the Error 
©« bee'r the Truer or Better for their Sakes ? We do not 
&* prove the Faith by the Perſons, but the Perſons by the 
« Faith. And the Acknowledgment of Bie/ is to the 


* ſame purpoſe; ** That the Authority of the Fathers com- 


« nells no Man to aſſent to their Sayings, unleſs they 
&« build on the Holy Seriptures, or Divine Revelation. 
On this account therefore S. Auſtin might well cry ous, 


+ *Let our Writings be withdrawn, that the Book of 


God may be introduced. 

 Andas for wy 46 Traditions, let the Teſtimony 
of Ireneus ſerve forall : © By the Apoſtles, ſays he, the 
&« Goſpel came down tous, which they then preached ; 
« and afterward by the Will of God, they delivered to 
6« us in the Scriptures, what was to be the future Foun- 
« dation and Pillar of our Faith. 

Now, if neither the Cuſtomes of the Church, nor 
the Judgment of the Fathers, nor Tradition, can be a 
pe Rule of Faith; no more can all theſe united in 
a General'Council be {0 : For a Rule muſt be in every 
reſpe& perfet. But we have ſeen, That the Church 1s 
in many reſpeQs DefeCtive, and the Fathers ſubje& to 
Ignorance and Error : And if Irexew may be credited, 
The Apoſtles preached nothing contrary to what they 
have left us in Writing, and thereforg, there can be no 
Place for Apoſtolical Traditions. Sothaga Rule, which 
is ImperfeCt, and DefeCtive in every Part, muſt needs 
And Bellarmin himſelf has proved, 
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fet Rule, becauſe they cannot pretend to immediate 
Divine Revelation ; That they may Err in ſome things, 
and in many of their Definitions, they conclude only 
Probably. But a Rule of Faith ought to be every way 
Perfe&, and to conclude neceſſarily. And ſuch an ab- 
ſolute Perfe&t Rule the Scriptures appear tobe, not only 
from their own Teſtimony, but from Teſtimonies of the 
greateſt Pillars of the Church, in the Second, Third, 
Fourth and Fifth Centuries. And therefore if any Man's 
Intereſt has led him to a contrary Judgmentin the later 
Ages of the Church, his Opinions ought not to be ſet up 
as a Standard againſt — joyn'd with Truth. From 
hence, then, we may infer, what has been already 
aſſerted, That the Scriptures being of themſelves a per- 
fe and Un-erring Rule,nothing muſt be put to, or taken 
from them. To which purpole, beſides what has been . 
13 already, the Reader may give himſelf the trou- 

le of Peruling the following Texts; Det. 12. 32. 
Foſb. 1.7. Prov. 30.6, Gal. 1.8. rt 15. Rev. 22. 
18, 19. Andlct him learn the Danger of Adding or Tak- 
ing away, that is, Doing any thing contrary to the Scri- 
ptures. From theſe Lev. 10. 2. 1/as. 1. 12,13, 14, and 
66. 3. Hoſ. 9.15. Matth. 15. 6, 9. Mark 7. 9. Gal. 4.10, 
From all which Texts, will evidently appear the Invali- 
dity of any thing that is not built upon the true Founda- 
tion, and the danger of being ledaway by ſuch Vanities. 
And ſo I hope, I have ſufficiently vindicated my Rely- 
ance on the Teſtimony of the Scriptures in the Buſineſs 
of the following Undertaking. 

I ſhall only trouble the Reader with two or three ne. 
ceſſary Cautions, concerning the right Uſe and Under- 
ſtanding of thoſe Sacred Writings, and then give him 
his Liberty to proceed. 

I. If any Man will make choice of the Scriptures for 
his Guide in matters that concern his Well-being _ 
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- and hereafter, he muſt have a care of believing every 


Spirit- - We muſt not take things of ſuch Moment on 
Truſt, meerly becauſe they are aſlerted by one that Pre-: 


tends to great Learning or Inſpiration ; for we are to - 


look on the Gentlemenzof theſe Times, as ſuch as wall 
make the beſt they can ofevery Word, when they meet 
with one of an ordinary Capacity. 

Therefore, 1I, It behoveth every Man that hath any 
regard to his own Safety, to ſearch into theſe things him- 
ſelf ; to read the Holy Scriptures diligently,that ſohemay 
learn from them whether ſuch things are true or no. _ 

But as I am ngw, Writing tothoſe of the meaneſt Rank, 
It is neceſſary that I caution ſuch 


Readers oft theScriptures,againſt laying too much ſtreſs on 


- the literal Interpretation of a Text : For the Holy Ghoſt 


very often makes uſe of Metaphors andother Obſcurities, 
wherein the Senſe is not obvious to every Eye: And tho, 
as S. Auſtin ſays, There is nothing ſo obſcure in one Place 
mhich in another is not made plain : Yet it is not ſuppoſed 
that an ordinary Reader knows how to find that Place 
out, or if he does, that he has Judgment enough to ſa- 
tishe himſelf, - For the Scriptures conliſt of a Soul and a 
Body : The Body 1s the Letter, and the Soul is thetrue 


De Fincip. Interpretation. - Every Man, therefore, {ays Origen, that 
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d fires to come to the Knowledge of the Truth, muſt have his 
Eye owevery Word, for every Nation has a different way of 
ſrecin ; let him therefore mind rather what js ſignified, than 
with what Words it is expreſſed. For there are ſome things, 
which no Fluman Words can explain, but they are only ton- 
cervable in an honeſt Underſtanding. By which Rule alſo 
we comeſto-the Knowledge and Unaer ſtanding of the Holy 
Scriptures, that what we read is not to be underſtood accord- 
ing to the Letter, but according to the Divinity of that Ha- 
ly Spirit which inſpired it. Wherefore the Honeſt Rea- 
der will do well to take care, That he 1s not drawn by 
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the Letter out of the right way. And to this end the beſt 
advice 1 can give him, is, Before he preſumes to read,to beg 
the Aſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit to dir&dgd enlighten 
his Underſtanding. And when he meets with an obſcure 
Text, let himpray again, and beſides that, communi- 
cate his Doubt to ſome learned Miniſter, of whoſe In- 
tegrity he is in ſome Meaſure aſſured, and by theſe means 
he may be fully fatisfied, And thus he will ſhew him- 
ſelfan humble Enquirer, and manife{tto the World, That 
his Proceedings are from a Principle of Honeſty, that he 
ſearches only for a right Information ; and on theſe Ac- 
counts he has a Right to that encouraging Precognition of 
S. Cyril, in his Preface to his Comments on S, John's Go. 
fel: The Dottrin of all the Evangeliſts, ſays he, is moſt 
excellent, and of Divine Extrattion : For as it overlooks all 
things, as it were from the top of a high T ower : It ſo am- 
ply accommodates it ſelf to all that follow it, that whoever 
thirſts after Divine Truth ( if with an honeſt Mind, he en 
quires into the Senſe of the Scriptures ) he may eaſily meet 
with whatever concerns him. But this gracious Satisfattion 
is not conferred on thoſe, who make a raſh Search, and are 
rather led by Human Reaſons than the Authority of the Scri- 
ptures, ( foraſmuch as the Holy Ghoſt does not dwell with « 
depraved Soul, nor does he throw his precious Jewels before 
Swine, to betrodden under foot) but pours out his Truth 
into the Hearts of all Religious Searchers after it, who not 
affett ing Cavils and Diſputes, purſue the ready Road to the 
Kingdom, in ſincerity. 

To conclude, That true Meat and Drink which we have 
from the Word of God, ſays S. Jerome, i the true K now- 
ledge of the Scriptures, And all Men having the greateſt 
Encouragement imaginable to readthoſe Holy V/ ritings, 
if they read them to good Purpoles, and not to wrelt 
them to their own Ends ; let us go to that Foun- 
tain of Divine Truth, from whence the meaneſt Reader 
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may learn whatever is neceſſary for him to know. For, 
fays the Royal Plalmiſt, The law of the Lord is perfett, 
converting the ſoul, the teſtimony of the Loyd u ſure, making 

wiſe the ſimple. T he ſtatutes of the Lord are right, rejoyci 
the Heart : The commandment of the Loyd is pare, ek 
tewing the eyes, The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for 
' ever « The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous al- 
together ; more to be deſired are they than gold, yea,than much 
fine gold, ſiveeter alſo then honey, and the honey-comb, More- 
over by them are his Servants warned; and in keeping of thens 
there 15 great reward,Plal.19.7,8,9,10,11. And our Blef 
{ed Saviour himſelt, bids us Search the Screptures, Joh. 5. 
. 1 ſhall conclude therefore with that Pathetick Ex- 
hortation of $. Chryſoſtome ; That all Men would read the 
Chryſ. in Scriptures, and that not eurſorily, but with the greateſt Di- 
Col. 3-bem. [jpence 5. that they would get them Bibles as Phyjeck for ther 
” Souls : And if they will nat read the whole, let them turn to 
the New Teſtament, and read the Goſpels, Aits of the Apo- 
fer and Epiſtles, thoſe excellent Teachers: If any Miſ- 
chance befall us, come hither as to @ Store-houſe full of 
wholeſome 'Remedies ; hence take Relief and Comfort in all 
Aflictions, whether loſs of Goods, or Friends, or Life it 
ſelf ; let them not only read once, but turn over theſe Wri- 
tings again and 424in, and faſten what they reads to their 
Minds, that they may be ſure to remember it : For this is 
the Cauſe of all Evils, That Men are ignorant in the Scri- 
Ptures. If we go to War without Weapons, how can we be 
Safe ? Men that are armed may overcome,. at leaſt in 4 Ca- 
pacity to ſecure themſelves ; but thoſe who are unarmed muſt 
fall. Therefore do not lay all the Burthen upox the Mini- 
fters Shoulders ; be Sheep, but not as Creatures void of Rea- 
646.16, [0%, Out 'as Men that know ſomething, &c. And as many 
" © as walk according to this Rule, Peace be on them, and 

Mercy, and upon the 1/rae/ of God. Amen. 


A 


” 
#£" _— | 


19 ) 


A Lerner to a Lady, &c. 


MADAM, 

He Tenderneſs of the Female Sex renders it more 
obnoxious tothe Sophiſtry of the Times; and the 
deſire of Information in Matters of Religion,may 

make them the more earneſt 1a reading the Pieces ſent 
abroad in the preſent Controverlie. And I preſume 1 need. 
not tell you of the ſubtilty of ſome Men, who to make 
their Proceedings the more cffeCtual, dire& their Inlinua- 
tions eſpecially to thole they think are leaſt able to with- 
ſtand them : Your own Experience, I ſuppoſe, may be 
Evidence ſufficient as to this Particular, 

There are a ſort of Men in the World who live by 
their Wits, and will neglect no opportunity to infinuate 
ſtrange fancies into the Mindsof the weaker fortof People, 
to make them believe a thing is White, upon no other 
ground than becauſe it is not Black, though it may be 
Crimſon in grain. Of this ſort are they (lays the Apoltle, 
2 Tim.3.6.) who creep into houſes, and lead captive ſilly wo- 
men, &c." And he would have us know, That in the laſt 
days, by means of theſe Men, perilous times [bull come, 
The whole Prophecy is interpreted of the Jeluites, by 
Men of Learning in the Church of Rome, as you may 
lee at large in a little Book (calld The Moral Practice of 
the Teſuites) publiſh'd by the Dottors of the Sorbor. 
And theſe Men have Impudence enough to intrude them- 
ſelves ito Ladies Cloſets, and venturing on their good 
nature, to uſe their $kill and Gphiſtical eadeavours to 
cajole them intoa decoy. They'll Reform.the Church of. 
Rome in a quarter of an hour, Met off all Imputa- 
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tions of Error, while one may ſay, What's this ? if you'll 
believe their Stories. "They'll tell you that the thin 
which have ſo often been prov'd againſt that Church, 
are all Lies : That no ſuch Errors are embrac'd by her ; 
but that the Church of Ergland, if their bold Aſſertions 
will do the buſineſs, has only been guilty ; and if She 
had not given her Sons Learning enough to defend her 
Innocence, their Forgerics muſt have paſt for current. 
Buc I hope, Madam, -you know the Church of England 
better, than to give credit to every mouth that is open 
againſt Her. And I know you havea diſcerning faculty, 
beyond many of your Sex, whereby to judge of Opinions, 
right and wrong. However, give me leave to preſent 
you with a ſmall parcel of Scriprare Teſtimonies _—_ 
ſome of the Principal Errors of the Roman Church : I 
{ay Scriptare Teſtimonies, becauſe though there are many 
excellent Pieces publiſh'd by our Learned Divines, yet 
=_ are too full of Learning for moſt Female capacities, 
and the Treatiſes large on every Subject ; when, as 1 
think the Scriptures the Supreme Judge in Matters of 
Religion, ſo I ſuppoſe a ſhort Catalogue of Texts from 
thence, direQly = 118 to ſuch Tenets as we juſtly 
charge upon the Church of Rome, and by that means a 
Refutation of moſt of thoſe Tenets in one ſhort Eſſay, 
will be more profitable, as I hope it will be more accep- 
table to an ordinary Underſtanding. So that upon 
this account,. as you will hereby, with more eaſe, be 
furniſh'd with what you may be fure is true, being drawn 
from the Fountain of Truth, you will, I hope, be the 
more eaſily induc'd to pardon my Undertaking, as de- 
_ figning nothing but Honeſty. 

I have choſen this way of Writing to you, Madam, 
Firſt, ' becauſe 1 know you delight in converſing with the 
Holy Writings, and 1o I ſhall be more conformable to 
your Inclinations. And Secondly, -though I —— 
the 
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the Judgment of the Fathers, of the Church, and Ge- 
neral Councils duly aſſembled, and not {way'd by popu- 
lar Infolence; yet, as I once objetted to one by word of 
mouth, without receiving a fatisfattory Anſwer, The 
Church of Rome ſays, That we have Falle Copies of the 
Fathers ; and we anſwer, That they have corrupted the 
True ; ſo that one of us muſt needs be in the wrong : 
And how ſhall we be ſatisfied in this, without compa- 
ring them to the Teſtimonies of the Scriptures ? And: as 
for General Councils, they have, of late, been purg'd, or 
rather perverted by the Over-ruling Power of Popes and 
their Popular FaCtions, infomuch, that when they began 
to at againſt the Intereſt of the See of Rome, though 
never ſo juſtly, they were no longer allowed the liberty 
due to General Councils: And then what dependence 
can we have from them? And Laſtly, the Infallibility 
of the Church of Rome, can be no better a Decider of 
Controverſies, than the other two, becauſe that muſt 
be prov'd, it poſſible, from the Scriptures. So that, 
when all other Inſtruments have been tried, the Scrip- 
tures will prove the only Infallible Touch-ſtone. -From 
theſe and the like Conſiderations, this Piece was at firſt 
conceiv'd, and is now produc'd for your Service, and 
for ſuch of your Female Companions or Acquaintance 
as you ſhall think fir to communicate it to ; and I hope 
it will give SatisfaQtion. 

Be pleas'd therefore to conſider, that *tis the duty of 
every Chriſtian to read and be acquainted with the Holy 
Scriptures. And though the Council of Trent denied 
the reading of them to the Laity, pretending that the 
Vulgation of them was the cauſe of ſo many Hereſies 
abroad in the World ; yet, by the leave of the Fathers 
aſſembled in that Particular General Council, we cann't 
conceive how a Country Plough- Jobber, ſhould,by read- 
ing the Scriptures, be the Author of an Opinion, either 
Orthodox 
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Orthodox or Frroneous : But, as might eaſily be'prov'd 
if it wereto the preſent purpole, the Original of all SeQts 
were Men, who to ſhew their Parts and Learming, took 
upon them to ſcrutiniſe and enquire into the Senſe of 
Holy Writ, and fo ſpread the prime Infettion. T will 


trouble you with but an Inſtance or two to this purpoſe, - 


and ſo proceed. ; | 
Arias, that known Heretick, as well for: his Learn«- 
i0g,as the many Profelites he gain'd to his Party,meeti 


with that Text; Joh.17.3.T his is life eternal,to know thee the 
only true God,and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt __ ; thoughe 
e 


of a trick, by miſplacing a Point, to ſeclude Chriſt from 
being True God. In the Original *tis, This #s life eter- 
nal tne Hy&orawn o $ woyov «&>n2wlr ©431,65cT7 o know thee only fo be 
true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. But he 
puts the Comma after the Particle ww (onty), and ſo 
corrupts the Senſe by miſplacing the Point ; a trick which 
certainly none but a Scholar could have thougkt on. Thus 
we find Gregory the Great openly aſſerting, That who- 
ever ſhould call himſelf Univerſal Biſhop, was Anti- 
chriſt ; but the ſucceeding Biſhops of Rome diſputed the 
contrary, and arrogated to themſelves the Title. 

I might likewiſe urge the Feuds of the Franciſcans and 
Dominicans,and other Orders of the Chutch of Rohve, to 
prove that all Quarrellings and jangling Diſputes abaur 
Matters of Religion, have 1n all Ages been broach'd by 
Men of Learning. But to come nearer home ; would 


it not be very abſurd, toimagin that ſuch a ſilly fancy 


as Quakeriſas could ever have been heard of, or fo long 
upheld among us, if ſome ſuch Man as Penn, who 1s 
thought no great ſtranger in a College of Fame, had 
not at-firſt'1nhnvuated it into ſome poor ignorant People, 
wha were ndtable torelilt his Logicle, or it may be, were 
more taket up in their worldly Employments, than the 
Study of Holy Scriptures ? And indeed it is not probable, 

that 
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that one who is better skilPd in the management of a 
Plough, than a Logical Argument, ſhould be able to 
define in Matters of Faith and Doctrio. It may be ſooner 
prov*d that the principal Authors and Abetters of moſt 
of our Diviſions,came from Rome, than that they ſprung 
from ignorant People reading the Scriptures. And if you 
pleaſe to peruſe theſe Papers, you'll find, that the Chuch 
of Rome in that Council, had other Ends in denying the 
Scriptures to the Common People, than the Suppreſſing 
of SeQtaries, as they pretended. I come therefore to 
the buſineſs. 

I'-propos'd to your Conſideration, the Duty incum- 
bent on every Chriſtian to read and underſtand the Holy 
Scriptures. This I preſent to your Meditation in the 
firſt place, as Preparatory to that which is to follow : 
It being my intent, in this Undertaking, to have to do 
with nothing but Scripture Quotations. And ſo I begin. 


Deut. 6. 6— And theſe words which I command thee this 
day, ſhall be in thine heart. And thou ſhalt teach them di- 
ligently unto thy children, and ſhalt talk of them when thou 
futeſt in thine houſe, ard when thou walkeſt by the way, and 
when thou lyeſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. And thou 
ſhalt bind them for a ſign upon thine hand, and they ſhall be 
4s frontlets between thine eyes. And thou ſhalt write them 
wpon the door-poſts of thy houſe,and on thy gates. The 
words were ſpoken to the whole Congregation of 1/rael, 
and need not be explain'd. 

Dent. 17. 18.—And it ſball be when the king of Iſrael 
fitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he ſhall write 
him 4 copy of this Law in a book, ont of that which is before 
the Prieſts the Levites ; and it ſhall be with him,and he ſhall 
read therein all the days of his life, &c.— Where give me 
teave to take Notice, That it being impoſſible to keep 
the Scriptures from the Eye of the more Ingenious Gen- 


ry, 
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try,they have been furniſhed with a Vulgar Latin Tran+ 
{lation of the Bible, which they call ( though falſly e- 
nough ) St. Jerome's ; and leſt the Corruptions, where» 
__ they had (prudently)loaded it, ſhould be diſcovered, 
Pope Sixtws the V. in the Year 1578, publiſhed a Greek 
Copy, purpoſely forg'd by Cardinal Caraphs, to make 
Men believe, That the Latin was agreeable ro the Ort- 
inal, 

, ofh. 1. 8.-—This Book of the law ſhall nct depart out 
of thy mouth, but thau ſhalt meditate therein day and night, 
that thou mayeſt obſerve to do all that is written theretn—— 
This is the Pſalmiſt's CharaQter of a Good Man, Pſa. 1. 
2, His delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his law 
doth he nz: ul day and night. This was the Commen- 
dation of Apollos, Aits 18. 24. That he was not only aun 
eloquent Man, but mighty in the Scriptures : And this was 
the Confidence of the Apoſtle concerning the Romans, 
Rom. 15. After he had told them, verſe 4. That what. 
ever things were written aforetime, were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scri- 
ptures might have hope; At the 14. Verſe he concludes, 
And I my ſelf alſo am perſwaded of you, my brethren, that 
ye alſo are full of goodneſs, filled with all knowledge, and 
able to admoniſh one another. 

Col. 3. 16,——Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly 
in all wiſdom, teaching and admoniſhing one another in 
' pſalms and hymns and ſpiritual ſongs,&c.— And Ch.4.16. 
When this epiſtle is read among ſt you, cauſe that it be read 
alſo in the church of the Laodiceans, and that ye likewiſe read 
: a jy from Laodices. ' Parallel to which is his Com- 
mand to the Theſſalonians, 1 Epiſt. 5. 27.1 charge you by 
the Lord, that this epipte be read to all the holy brethren, ----- 
And indeed it would be ſome Comfort, -if they of the 
Church of Roxze could but have the Goſpel read in the 
Congregation, purely and without Adulteration, in a 
Tongue 
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Tongne underſtood by the Common: People. This would 
be much mire to Edification than a few Stories out of 
the Golden Legend, or the Hiſtory of S. George's killing 
the Dragon ; which I aſſure you, Madam, 1s a part of 
the Service of his Day, and 1n their Prayer to him they 
ſolemaly commemorate this At of his, as if it were as 
True as the Goſpel. But, 

Laſtly, S. Peter, ſpeaking of the Voice from Heaven, 
This is my beloved ſon, in whom I am well pleaſed ; lays, 
We have alſo 4 more ſure word of prophecy, whereunto ye do 
well that ye take heed, as unto 4 Light that ſhineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the _— 7 in your 
hearts : knowing this firſt, That no prop ;y of the ſcripture 
is of any private interpretation, 2'Pet. 1. 19, 20, I 
give you both Verſes, uſe I know ſome Men would 
be apt to obje the laſt to the firſt : But we may obſerve, 
That if S. Peter does condemn the Private Interpretation 
of Scriptures, he does not condemn the Private Reading ]. 
of them, but ſays, That al men will wo well, if they take 
g2od heed to them, as to a more ſure word than a voice from 

AaVen. 

. And thus, Madam, I think it ſufficiently appears, That 
it is the neceſſary Duty of every Chriſtian to Read, and 
be well acquainted with the Scriptures, they being the 
pillar and ground of trath, and the power of God unto ſal- 
Vation. 

But, if after all, it is objeQted,as I ſuppoſe it will, That 
the Scriptures are dark, and hard to be undzritood ; be 
pleaſed to conlider with me theſe few Texts. 

Deat 30. 11,-——T his. commendment which I commind 
thee this day, is not hidden from thee, neither is i: far off ;/ 
it is not in heaven, that thaw ſhouldeſt ſay, Who ſhaft go up 
for us to heaven, and bring it unto ws that we may hear it 
and ao it ? neither is it beyond the ſea,that thou ſbouldeſt ſay, 
Who ſhall go over the ſea for us, and bring it unto us, that 
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we may. hed it, and/dove #1 But) the word is wery nigh untq, 
thee vw thy wouth,and in thy heart that thin mayett do it—— 

Pſulm 119. 130. T he entrance of thy words giveth 
light : It giveth underſtanding to the 'ſimeple. 

Prov. 1.4, 6;—A ſcorner ſecketh wiſdom, and findeth it 
not ; but knowledge is tafie ro him that under ftandeth, [ 
take theſe to be lufficient indications of: the Plainneſs and 
Intelligibleneſs of the Law. But we have God's own 
Word, jt he may be. believed, That the Goſpel ſhould 
be.much more caGe to: be underftood. 

Jer. 31.3 3:= Bar this. ſhall be the covenant that T nill 
make with the houſe of. Iſrael, after thoſe days, ſaith the 
Lord, I will put my law into their inward parts, and write 
it in their hearts ;" and they ſball teach no more every man 
his neighbour, and every man his brother, ſaying, Kyow 
the Lord; for they ſball all know me, from the leaſt unto the 

reateſt of them,-ſauth'the Loygd.—— And that the Under- 
Handing of the' Scriptures is not reſerved for the more 
Learned. of Mankitd only,” is plain from our Saviours 
own Words, Matth. 11. 25. I thank thee, O father, Lord, 
of heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt hid $0 things from 
the wiſe and prudent, and haſt. revealed' them unto: Babes : 
Even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed goodin thy fight. ' And 
when his Diſciples asked him, Why he Jþ« e to the Jews 
in parables, he anſwered and {aid unto them, Becauſe it 
is given unto you to know the myſteries of the kingdom of 
beavin, bat to ther it is not given, Matth. 13.11, And 
we know that his Diſciples were, forthe moſt part Poor, 
| 09 7 x we among theJews came very often 
he Scribes, Phariſees and great DoQors. All that I ſhall 
add, 'at preſent, to compleat this Subje&t, is, "That Ip- 
norancg in the Scriptures is'very Dangerous; - | 

© Tire le 1t 1s generally the Cauſe-of Mens commit- 
uog allmaner of | OSV? 25 
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Tſat, 1. 4 -—The'x knoweth his owner, and the, Aſs %rs 
maſtery evi; bur T/rac dar. not know, my. people dh not 
robfige}. = God "Almighty had heen, o' Gracious to 
them, as to give them his law firſt,” for them to read, 
and the Prophets afterwards to explain it, that they 
might know and underſtand his Will therein ; but they 
would neither read the one, nor pive car to the other. 
And this, without doubt, was the cauſe of God's cry- 
ing out, How long ſhall T fee the ſtandard, and hear 4 
found of the trumpet ? for my people is fooliſh, they have 
not known me, they are ſottiſh children, and they have no 
ander ſtanding ; i are wiſe to do evil, but toav good they 
have no knowledpe, ' Jer. 4. 21. and Chap. 5. 21. Hear 
now this, O fodliſty people, ' aud without Underſtanding, 
which have eyes and ſee not, ears and hear not. Becaule 
they would neither read the Law, nor give Ear to the 
Prophets, therefore they were juſtly called Sorriſo Chil- 
dren, a fooliſh people, and without underſtanding ';. there- 
fore they were oy to do evil, but not to ao poca. For it 
is moſt certain, The Devil will be ſure to make his beſt 
of Ignorance, and uſe his utmoſt endeavour to keep Men 
in it ; becauſe the more Light Men have,the more Work 
they can do, and the better they are informed, the ber- 
ter they will a& here, and fo he will be liketo loſe their 
Company hereafrer. I think, then, that S. Auſtin's 
tolle, lege, will be good Advice to ali that are willing to 
tive Virtuous Lives; and as Lether*'s advice to Govern- 
ours, w2s to read the Books of the Kings, for their Jator- 
mation how to Rule well; fo, that all Men would read 
the Holy Scriptures in general, wobld be good Coualcl, 
_ they afford che beſt In{truttioas for living 
well. 

2, Ignorance-in the Scriptures is dangerous, becauſe 
it 15 the greateſt Reaſon of Mens running into all forts 
of Errors, | | | 
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When the Sadducees propoſed to our Saviour the Bu- 
fineſs of the Woman that had had ſeven Husbands, ask- 
ing him, whoſe wife ſbe ſbould be at the reſurref#ion ? fall- 
] ſuppoling, If there ever would be a ReſurreQtion, 
| x fr would alſo be Marrying and giving 10 Marriage at 

the Reſurreftion ; Jeſus anſwered and laid unto them, 
Te doerr, not knowing the Scriptures. And here, Madam, 
I might take notice of the Subtlety of the. Church of 

Rome, in denying the Scriptures to the Laity, - becaule 
.maintaining ſo many Errors fo direQly contrary to Scri- 
ptures, that any eraing Eye muſt needs diſcover 
them : Such are Purgatory, Pope's Pardons, Adorati- 
onof Images, praying to Saints and Angels, and the 
like. -But ourLord ſaid of the Phariſees, Marth. 15. 14. 
Let them alone ; they are blind leaders of the blind: And 
if the blind lead the blind both ſhall fall into the ditch. 1 

all ſay nothing therefore to theſe, at preſent, but 
proceed, | 

3. Toſhew, That Ignorance in the Scriptures is very 
Dangerous, becauſe as it is the cauſe of Sin and Error, 
Þ by Sin and Error, it muſt conſequently be the cauſe 
of oa hg ul 

4) 5. 13.—1 berefore my people are gone into captivit 

becauſe they have no webs to pos their CREST Mes 
are famiſbed, and their multitude dryed up with thirſt, 
Therefore hell hath enlarged her ſelf, and opened her mouth 
without meaſure ; and their glory, and their multitude, and 

their pomp, and he that rejoyceth ſball deſcend into it. 
.- Pſalmgx.1o.—Forty years long was I grieved with this 
eration, «and ſaid, It is a people that do err in their 
ts, and they have not known my ways: Unto whom, 
therefore, I ſware in my wrath, that they ſhould not enter 
into my reſs. | 

Prov. 1.24.——Becauſe T have called, and ye refuſed, 1 
have ftretched out ny hand and no man regarded ; - ye 

ave 
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have ſet at nowght all my counſel, and would none of my re- 
proof ; 1 alſo will laugh at your calamity, I will mock when 
your fear cometh ; when your fear cometh as deſolation, and 
your deſtruttion cometh as a whirl-wind, when diſtreſs and 
anguiſh come upon you : Then ſhall ye call _ me, but 1 
will not anſwer, ye ſball ſcek me, but ye ſhall not find me ; 
for that ye hated knowledge, and did not chuſe the fear 4 
the Lord. But to come a little nearer home ; Chri 
Jeſus has brought Life and Immortality to Light by the 
Goſpel : But this, ſays he, 7s the condemnation, by way 
of Eminence, That light is come into the world, aud men 
love darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds are 
evil: For every one that doth evil hateth the light, net- 
ther cometh he to the light, leſt his deeds ſhould be reproved ; 
but he that does truth, cometh to the light, that his deeds 
may be made manifeſt, that they are wrought in God, Joh. 3. 
19. And ſurely, Madam, If they that deny us the Scri- 
ptures, had not ſomething to be aſhamed of, they would 
not ſhew themſelves ſo much concerned to keep People 
in Darkneſs. It muſt needs be a Device of the Devil, 
to keep Men in Ignorance, that they might be dam- 
ned ; according to the Apoſtle, 2 Coy. 4. 3. If our Go- 


Jyet be hid, it is hid to them that are loſt; In whom the 
od 


of this world has blinded the minds of them which be- 
lieve not, leſt the light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who 


#s the image of God, ſhould ſhine upon them. But we know 


that Chriſt will one day be revealed in flaming fire, to take 
vengeance 0n them that know not God, and obey not the 
Goſpel of our Loyd Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Thefſal. 1. 8. If 
it 1s objected, That this Text ſpeaks of Heathen Per- 
ſecutors ; we may anſwer, That thoſe Chriſtians, who 
are not acquainted with, and conſequently , not obe- 
dient to the Goſpel of Chriſt, are worſe than Hea- 
thens. I beſeech you, Madam, to conſider, If it was 
through Ignorance of the Scriptures, the Jews ow 
he 


0 
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fed-the Lord of Glory , as the Apoſtle ſays it. was, 
1 Cor, 2++8; We that 4 Chriftians, had beſt cake heed, 
That we &o not through Ignorance cruettie him” apain. 
And if it was a Shame for the'Corinthians not to know 
the Seriptures, in the very dawning- and\twilight of 
Chriſtianity. ,.., 1: Cor. 15.34 ,-* what .an ebominabſe 
ſhanje mult it needs be, for us; aftes almoſt* ſeventeen 
hundred Years, to know no-more,-or-it maybe; not fo 
much :: | 
To conclude this Point : The Apoſtle dedicates his 
Firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, To All that tn Every place 
call on the name of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. And what he 
ſhould do fo for, unleſs he intended it ſhould be read 
by All, I can't imagin. It he intended it only for the 
Fathers of that Church, he might in fewer words,* and 
conſequently with lefs trouble, have ſaid, -To the Elgers 


of the Church at Corimeh ; or clle direted it to the Bi- - 


ſhop of that Church only. But he knew the Scriprttres 
were able to make Men wiſe #nto ſalvation, and there- 
fore would have all Men read them. And our bleſſed 
Saviour knew that the Jews thought they had Erernal 
Life inthe Scriptures, therefore he bids **m Search them, 
Joh. 5.39. The Injundtion is the ſame upon Chriſtians 
allo. And then certainly, it the Captain and Author 
of our Salvation bids us Search, we may, notwithſtand- 
ing the Iofinuations of ſome bold Men to the contrary. 
By what Rule elſe ſhould we try the Spirits, whether 
they be-of God,as Sr. Jobs advileth us,"1 Ep. 4.1. if not 
by the Rule of God's Word ? Upon this account there- 
fore, among others, we are bound to read, ſearch, and 
be well acquainted with the Scriptures. TI preſume then, 
after all that has been produc'd to prove 'this tirfſt Poſi- 
tion, what the Evangeliſt ſays of the Revelations, Chap. 
I. 3. may on. good groftinds be attributed to the reſt of 
the Sacred Writings ; Bleſſed 5s he that yeadeth, and they 
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that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep thoſe things 
that are written therern, 


And now, Madam, having made good from Scripture 
Teſtimonies, 'the Neceſhty of being acquainted with the 
Scyiptures ; though I have already gone beyond the or- 
Jhinry bounds of an'Epiitle, yet I crave leave to treſpaſs 
{little farther on your Patience, in giving you a curſory 
view of ſome of the Principal Do&trins of the Chutch of 
Rome, and demonſtrating how contrary they are to the 
Word of Truth. In order to which, I ſhall with all 
poſſible brevity enquire, 


I. Whether any Man can do more than he ought 
todo? 


IT. Whether any Man by his own Works can merit 
Heaven ? 


III. To whom it belongeth to Forgive Sins ? 


IV. Whether the Scriptures warrant Worſhiping of 
Images, or Praying to Saints and Angels ? 


V. Whether there is any ſuch Place as Purgatory ? 


VI. Whether the Maſs is a Sacrifice for Qitick and. 
Dead ? 


VII. Whether the DoQrin of Tranſubſtantiation can 
be maintain'd by Scripture ? 


The firſt Enquiry muſt be, whether any Man can do 
more than he ought todo ? Where we are to conſider, 
That though a Man, as a Chriſtian, 'is in the f-re of 

=o | Grace 
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Grace, yet he is not in the ſtate of ' Innocence, nor can 
be, till he arrives at the ſtate of Glory, where all Infir- 
mities will be done away. Foras he is Fleſh and Blood, 
liable "to be rempted to evil, and apt to commit it, he 
muſt expeCt to meet with Afflictions and Croſſes from 
the World without, and the Suggeltions and Tempta- 
tions of the Devil from within: And being naturally 
more prone to Evil than Good, I think it a hard thing 
to ſay, That *tis in his power to do more Good than is 
requir'd he ſhould do, and a harder to prove it. 

" Under the Law, Men were not able to keep the Law 
perfealy, nor to walk in the Commandments of God as 
they ought.For _ himſelf,who took them from God's 
mouth, and gave them to the 1/raelires, err'd in ſo much, 
that he muſt not enter the promiſed Land. That Text, 
Fob. 11.15. has been obje&ted by ſome Gentlemen of 
the Church of Rome, but plaialy tro no purpoſe. For any 
one may ſee, that Joſbus's keeping the Commandments, 
was only his doing thoſe things he was commanded 
todo,in order to eſtabliſh the 1/-4e/ites in the Inheritance 
of the Land of Canaan, And we find the ſame Joſhus 
in another place allerting the impoſſibility of ſerving 
God, Joſb.24. 19. at lealt he did not believe Men could do 
more. 

It may be objeQed, That the light of the Goſpel is 
much clearer than that of the Law, and the burthen ea- 
fier to _be- born, &c. But for all that, *tis certain the 
Goſpel requires as full and prey Obedience as ever the 
Law did. Nay, it proceeds farther ; for under the Law 
Men thought it no great Crime to murther their Neigh- 
bour in his good Name, ſo they let his Body alone : They 
alſo thought it no Sin to Luſt after a Woman, provided 
they did not come to Attion. But under the Goſpel our 
Saviour tells us the contrary Te have heard, that it was 

ſaid by them of old time, Thou ſbalt not kill ; and who —_ 
all 
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all kill, (ſpall berin danger of the Judgment. But I (1 
feel po ys Wren. 1s angr with his Brother wit - 
4 cauſe, ſhall be in done of the. Judgment ; and whoſs- 
ever ſhall ſay unto his Brother, Racha, ſhall be in danger 
of the Council : but mhoſoever ſball ſay, Thou Fool, 
Js be in danger of Hell Fire. Again, Te have heard 
that it was ſaid by them of old time , Thou ſhalt not, 
commit Adultery. But I ſay unto you, That whoſoever 
looketh on a Woman, to luit after her , hath committed 
Adultery with her already in his heart, Matth. 5. 21, 22, 
27,28, So that we may ſee, though the Law was 
ſuch a yoke as neither we nor our Fore-fathers were able 
to bear, AQt. 15. 1o. yet the Yoke of the Goſpel is 
not ſo light as to be run away with. As ealie as it 
is, "tis very irkſom to Fleſh and Blood ; yet "tis what 
we muſt bear ſo long as we. live, and then it is God's 
mere Mercy, if the heavier yoke of Everlaſting Miſery 
is not laid on us inſtead of it. 

It Man- has Free-will to do good as well as evil, 
yet, I know that in me (that is, in my fiſh) dwelleth 


' wo good thing : for to will is preſent nith me, but how 


to perform that which is good, I find not. For the good 
that I would, I do not ; but the evil which I would not, 
that I do. Now if I do that I would not, it is no more 
I that doit, but ſin that dwelleth ix me. (And on the 
contrary, if 1 ao that good I would, it is no more I that 
do it, but the grace of God that is in me, 1 Cor. 15.18.) 
I find then.a Law, that when I would do good, evil ts 
preſent with me. For I delight in the Law of God, after 
the inward man. But I ſee another law in my members, 
warring againſt the law of my mind, .and bringing me into 
captivity to the law of fin, which'is im my. members, lays 
the: Apoſtle, Roms. 7. 18. And he at laſt concludes, 
So then with the mind I my ſelf ſerve the Law. of God ; 
but with the fleſb the law of ſin. To which we may a. 
| E | what 
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what the ſame Apoſtle ſays, 1 Cor.'2. 14. But the' natural. 
may (that +. were” . opt _ 
of the Spiri God,for t «re fooliſh veſs wnto him;neither 
can he ve them, beranſe they are ; nents diſcerned, 
And then certainly-our. Free-will can do us little good, 
towards making us do more than we ſhould, when 
by-reaſon of the tubborneſs of our Fleſh, we can't do 
what we would. But the Apoſtle tells us, That we are 
not able to do any thing of our ſelver, but "tis God that 
worketh in us both co will and do after his good plea- 
ſore, Phil. 2. 13. And our Saviour himlelf fays, 
That no man can come' unto him, unleſs the Father 
draw him, Joh. 6. 44.' Therefore I think it ſtrange 
that a Man ſhould be able to do-more than he can : 
"Tis a Contradiftion. Certainly he that made us, can 
tell beſt what we can do : And heſays, That the heart 
"man is only' evil continually, Gen. 6. 5. & 8, 21, 
f then we are naturally more prone to do evil -than 
, how is it poſlible for us to be better than we 

ould be ? And' if under the Goſpel we muſt obſerve 
every  PunCtilio fo triftly, as not to be angry with 
our Neighbour, not to look on'a Woman to luft after 
her, &c. how are we able to do- all that's required of 
us ? The Apoltle St. James poes a ſtep farther ; Y yt 
fulfil the Royal: Law, according to the Scripture, Thou 
ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy ſelf, ye do well : But if 
ye have reſpett to perſons, ye commit ſin, and are con- 
inced of the Law «sTranſgreſſors, © Jam. 2.9. To 
have reſpeCt to Perſons in civil Converſation , one 
would think a {mall matter, to make one guilty of the 
breach of the Law; but ſo it is. And our Saviour 
ces farther 'yet, Marth. 5, 43. Te have heard that it 
th been ſaid, Thos ſhalt love thy Neighbour, and hate 
thine- Enemy: Bat 1 ſay unto you, Love your Enemies, 
bleſs them that-eurſe you, do good to them that hate you, 
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nod pr them which Hy wſe you ani per- 
tg And This ws' a he ellon, and not agreeable 
to 'Fleſh and Blood ; yer *tis made the condition of 
becoming the Children of our Father which is ia Hea» 


ven. 
From what has been ſaid; we may gather, That 
if any Man can do what he is required to do, he cannot 
do more. And if, as we are told, Fam. 3. 2. In many 
things we offend all. And if a juſt man falleth ſeven 
times 4 day, Prov. 24. 16. Who can boaſt of bein 
righteous over much ? Nay, where is there a Man 16 
good, as that he may —_ his offences * Holy David 
could not, though « men after God's own heart, We 
read of but one man, throughout the whole Book of 
God, who was without ſin, and that was the man 
Chriſt Jeſus ; yet it was never ſaid of him ,. that he 
did more than fulfil the Will of his Father. And for 
us, born in fin, and conceived in corruption, to ſay 
we can do more! — I cannot expreſs the Folly and 
Nonſenſe of it. By fo doing, we ſhould make God 
our Debtor, who is Debtor ro no Man. If they of 
the Church of Rome can brag of any works of Super- 
erogation , they are ſuch as thele ; The hallowing 
Daggers for the cutting off Princes that are not for 
their turn ; The ſacrificing all they pleaſe to call 
Hereticks : The denying the Scriptures in a tongue un- 
derſtood by the Vulgar : And ſeveral others which 
might be named, concerning which they may indeed 
be ask'd, Who hath required theſe things at your 
hands ? But we of the Church of Ergl/and know of 
nothing to be done, more than what 1s our duty to 
do. We know the Preachers Dottrin was, Whatſo- 
ever thy hand findeth for thee to do, do it with thy might, 
Eccl. 9. 10, And our Lord and Maſter's Advice is, 
when we have done all we can, - acknowled2e our __ 
2 ut 
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but «nprofiteble Servants ; having done only what wer 
our =” to do, Luk. 17.10. For no Man lives and ſing 
not. If therefore we ſay that we have no ſin, we deceive 
our ſelves, and the truth is not in us, 1 Joh. 1.8. Nay, 
we make God a Liar, who hath ſaid, there is not one 
that doth 'good, Pal 14. 1, 3. In a word, if there is a 
Devil to tempt, we are ſtill in danger of finning. And 
if every thought will be brought in to Judgment, 
who can call himlelf Inncent ? "Tis my opinion, that 
inſtcad of thinking we can do more than our Duty; 
Every Man ſhould rather repent of the fins, as well 
of Omiſſion, as Commiſſion he is daily guilty of ; and 
with the* Pſalmiſt cry out, Who can underſtand his Er- 
rors ? cleanſe thou me from ſecret faults, Plal. 19. 12. 


For our Saviour's cenſure on the molt righteous, is, - 


. Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, Luk. 13.3, 5. 
To conclude this tirit Quere ; if it were poſlible for any 
Man to over-do his Duty, I would ask any reaſon- 
able Man, Whether, when he has done more than he 
ought to have done, he would not commit a great 
ſin in thinking fo, and a greater inſaying ſo ? If the 
Affirmative holds good, then the poor Man has till 
{ome part of his Duty to perform, viz. to repent of 
that (in ; and ſo i» infinitum. 


II. The ſecond Enquiry propoſed, was, Whether a 
Man by his own Works can merit Heaven ? 


Here, Madam, be pleaſed to conſider with me theſe 
few following Texts. 


Dent. 9. 4.— Speak not thou in thine heart, after that 
the Lord thy God hath caſt them out from before thee, ſay- 
sng, For my righteouſneſs the Loyd hath brought me in to 
poſſeſs this Land; but for the wickedneſs of theſe n«- 


tons, 


oe gs. HET. a 


me 2 4/Tx 


i 


py 
? 
f; 
h 
G 


wA2 « ESCHAET< WA 1% 


(37) 
Hons, 8&&= The Land of Cavan, of which this Text 
ſpeaks, is generally looked onas a Type of Heaven : And 
then this 1s plain enough. 

Job 9. = If I waſh my ſelf with ſnow-water, and 
make my hands never ſo clean; yet thou ſhalt plunge me 
in the ditch, and my own cloaths ſhall abhor me, &c. And 
Chap. 1 5. 14.—What is man, that he ſhould be clean? 
and he which is born of a woman, that he ſhould be righte- 
ows? Verſe 16. How much more abominable and filthy is 
man, which drinketh iniquity like water ?— All ſpoken by 
one, whoſe Fellow was not to be found upon the Face of 
the Earth for Vertue ; and therefore if any could boaſt, 
he might. 

Pſal. 130. 3.-—If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark iniqui- 
fies, O Lord, who ſhould ffand? But there is forgiveneſs 
with thee, that thou mayeſt be feared. And P/al. 143. 
2,—Epnter not into judgment with thy ſervant, for in 
thy fight ſhall no man living be juſtified. 

Iſas. 53. 6—— All we like ſheep have gone aſtray ; we 
have turned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquities of us all, — And Chap. 64. 6 — 
But we are all as unclean things ; and all our righteouſneſ: 
ſes are as filthy rags, and we do all fade as a leaf, and our 
iniquity like the wind hath taken us away, 

om. 3.10,——As it is written, T here is none righteous, 
wo not one ; there is none that undeyſtandeth, there is none 
that ſeeketh after God ; they ave all gone ont of the way, 
they are altogether become unprofitable, there is none that 
doth good, no not one. Ther throat ts an open ſepulchre, 
with their tongues they have uſed deceit, the poiſon of aſps 
is under their lips, whoſe mouch is full of curſing and bit- 
terneſs, their feet are ſwift to ſhed blood, deſbruttion and 
miſery are in their ways, - and the way of peace have they 
not knows , there is no fear of God before their eyes. — All 
this is ſpoken of all Mankind in general, both Jews and 
Gentiles ; 
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Gentiles ; and-if it be true, what can agy Maa find 3g 
himſelf tocballenge Heaven as his due ? 

Rom. 6. 23. Eternal Life is called, The gift of 
Goa, through Jeſws Chriſt our Lord.—— Now if, Eternal 
Liſe. be a Cilt, I would fain know how.a Gift. can be 
Metited ? And if it be for the lake. of .Jeſus\Chriſt . our 
Lord, 1 would. know whether the ſame. Gift, can be ſaid * 
to be Merited by him for us, and by us for our-ſely 
to0 ? if this is affirmed, then ſomething to this purpole 
mult follow, Thatche Paſſion and Death of Chrift are Sig- 
nificant, and partly aot, becauſe a Man, as a Chriſtian 
at leaſt, may Merit, and conſequently enjoy; Heaven, 
by his own Works, without the Application of Chriſts 
Merits; which would be very Abſurd, to ſay no worſe 
of it : But if it be denyed, then the Conſequence will 
be this, That let a Man merit what he will, he muſt be 
beholding to the Merits of Chriſt for his Admiſſion into 
Heaven, at laſt. 

2 Cor. 4. 4; For I know nothing by my ſelf, yet am 
I not hereby juſtified , but he that judgeth me is the Lord.---- 
Let usthen ſuppoſe a Man to be 1n thg Apoſtles Caſe, 
iamy Opinion ſuch a Man could have but little.Comfort 
from his own Merits, if he being ſo perfe& as not to 
know any evil by himſelf, ſhould not for all that be cer- 
tain of his Juſtification, I would ask one of theſe Meri- 
torious Gentlemen, in the Words of the Apoſtle, at the 
ſeventh Verle of the ſame Chapter ; Who maketh thee 
ro differ from another ? and what haſt thou that thou didF 
mot receive? now if thou didſt receive it, why doſt thou 
glary as if thou hadſt not received it ? 

2.8, For by grace ye art ſaved, through Faith; 


and that not of your ſelves, it is the gift of God; not of 
works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt. : - 


2, Tim. 
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2 Tom. 1. 9.--Who hath ſaved us, and called us with a 
hotly calling, not according to owr works, but according to 
bis. own purpoſe and: grace", which was given ws in Chriſt 
Feſus before the world beg an. 

Tit. 3. 5.----Not by works of gy a which we have 
done,. but according to his mercy he ſaved us, &c. And 
many more: you will meet with in' reading ; but by 
theſe few you may judge how available our works, even 
the very beſt we can do, are to ſalvation. 

Before I leave this Point, I preſume it will not be im- 
pertinent, if I add ſomething, in this Place, touching 
Juſtification/by Faith: In which, for brevity ſake, I 
ſhall do little more than ſet down the moſt pertinent 
Texts of Scripture, and leave the reſt to your Ingenui- 
ty. Andin the firſt place, 

Gen. 15, 6.—— Abraham believed in the Lord, and he 
counted it to him for righteouſneſs. 

Habak. 2. peed Aut”. x his ſoul which is lifted up, is 
ot opright in him ; but the juſt ſhall live by his Faith. 

Joh. 1, 12.,—But as many as received him, t0them gave- 
he power to become the ſons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name. And Chap. 3.16. For God ſo low- 
ed the world, that he gave his only begotten ſon, that 
whoſoever believeth on Jim ſhould not periſh , but have: 
everlaſting life. 

When our Saviour went to raiſe the Ruler of the Sy- 
nagogue's Daughter, he bid him, ozly believe, Mark; 
5.36. | 

As 10. 23,——To him give all the Prophets witneſs. 
That through his name, whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall* 
receive remiſſioi# of ſins, And Chap. 16. 31. When the 
Kegper of the Priſon, wherein Pau! and Silas were, 
asked them, What he ſbould do to be ſaved, their An- 
{wer was, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou 
ſbalt be ſaved, and thy houſe. "i 


(49 ) 
: \Rowr. 3. 23.——For we have all ſinned, and come ſbort of 
the- glory of | God , being juſtified freely by bis. grace, 
through the redemption that is in Feſus Chriſt ; whom God 
hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteonſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins 
that are paſt, _ the forbearance of God: To declare; 
I ſay, | atthis time his righteouſneſs, that he might beyguſ, 
and the juſtifier of him which believeth 'in Jeſns. Where 
is boaſting then? it is excluded, By what law ? of works ? 
Nay, but by the law of Faith ; therefore we conclude, that 
4-manis juſtified by faith, without the deeds of the law. —- 
If you conſider this Quotation throughly, = will find 
it as compleat to the purpoſe, as can bedefired. How- 
ever, Fl! preſent you with a few more. | 

Rom. 4. 1, —What — <1 then, that Abraham our 
ather, as pertaining to the , hath found? no, for i 
mer A hs 5uſified by _— he hath whereof to 4 
but not before God ; for what ſay the Scriptures ?  Abra- 
ham believed God, and it was counted to him for righteouſ- 
meſs : And to him that worketh not, but believeth on him 
that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righte- 
onſneſs —— Where, by the way, the Word (angodly) 
in this Text, muſt not be taken to mean Impenitent Sin» 
ners, for they, as ſuch, can have no Right to Juſtifi. 
cation ; but as no man is Upright in the Sight of God, 
he is ſaid, inthe Beſt of Men, 70 juſtifie wngodly, freely 
by his grace, in the foregoing Chapter, Verle. 23, 24. 
So that this makes doubly for my Purpoſe, ſhewing; 
firſt, That Juſtification comes by Faith ;- and alſo , 
«That thoſe that are Juſtifed, being Sinners before 
God , cannot with Reaſon boaſt of the Mcrit of 
Works. 

Rom. 5. 1.—T herefore being juſtified by faith, we have 
pexce with God, throogh feſas Chriſt our Lord. And Chap. 
10.8. The word is nigh thee, in thy month. and in by 
heart ; 
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faith of Chriſt and not ” 
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heart ;, that is the word of faith which we preach, That i 
thow ſhalt confeſs with 4, month the uy ofoo, A 


ſbalt believe in t heart, that God hath raiſed him from 


the dead, thou ſbalt be ſaved, 

Gal. 2. 16. 21.—Knowing that 4 man is not juſtified by 
the works of the Lawbut by the faith of Feſns Chriſt, even we 
heve believed in Jeſus C aft we mig ht be juſtified by the 

un y AT the w or by = works 

the law [ball no inſtified. I do not fruſtrate the grace 
kþ God; {0 if righteouſneſs come by the [af then Chriſt is 
dead in vain. And Chap. 3. 11;-—Aand the Scripture 
foreſeeing that God would Juſtifie the Heathen through 
Faith, preached before the Goſpel unto Abraham, ay- 
ing, In thee ſhall all nations be bleſſed. But that no man 
is juſtified by the law in the fight of God, it is evident, 
for the juſt ſhall live by faith : » For in Feſws Chriſt nei- 
ther circumciſion nor uncircame:ſion availeth any thing, but 
faith which worketh by love, —Let that Texr, Eph. 2.-8. 
above cited, ſumm up all; For by grace ye are ſwved, 
through faith; and that not of your ſelves, it is the gift 
of God, not of works left any man ſhould boaſt. Neither 
have T been at all this Pains, fromva folifidian Principle, 
to endeavour to ſechude Good Works from being the 
Fruits of a lively Faith : For ſo] ſhould fruſtrate the 
Grace of God. And I preſume, Madam, you know 
my Opinion better than to think fo; my Intent was 
only ro ſhew, How Erronious ir is to ſuppoſe Merit 
from Works, eſpecially according to the Doftrin of 
the Church of Rome, That Men may Merit for them- 
ſelves and others. To conclude this Point, give me 
leave to preſent to your Meditation rhe Heinouſ- 
neſs of Original Sin only, and then Il leave you 
ro Judge, if, for all that, and the many ARQual 
Sins we-daily commit, God will be gracious to: us, 
and receive us unto his a » how little Reaſon mor 
ve 
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haye to boaſt of that'/Norbing we have done to Merit 
his Favour, 
. Gen. 6.\5,—— And God ſaw that the wickedneſs of man 
was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of bis heart was only evil continually, and it xe- 

the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it 


oy man, > whom. 1 have created, from the face of the 
earth, 'both man and beaſt, and the creeping thing, and 
the fowls of the air ; for it repenteth me that I have m 
them. I thiak no man can deny Original Sin to be 
the Cauſe of all this; and then, bas Heinous a thing 
that is, 'which is the Cauſe of ſo much Diſpleaſure in 
God, Iſubmit to any perſon to Judge. You will read 
to.the ſame Purpoſe, Verſe 11, 12,13: 

Job 14, 4;—Who can bring 'a clean thing out of an 
witlean? not ane. For, 95] 51..5. Behold I was ſþa- 
per in iniquity, and in fin did my mother conceive me. 
Prov, 20. 9. Who then can ſay, 1 have made my heart 
clean, I am pure from my fin? Eccl. 7. 29. For lo, this 
. That Goa made man wpright at firſt, 


pright State 
F have ſoug ht out many Inventions. - 


er. 17.9.—The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
deſperatel 
Ont of the 


le 4 man. And the Reaſon of all this 
oh. 3.6. That which is born of the fleſb, 
Man, 'as he is Fleſh and Blood, is naturally 
fleſhly minded. Row. 7, 14. For we know that the law 
8% ſpiritual, | but 1 am carnal, fold under fin ; | for that 
ich 1 do,  T allow not, for what 1 would, that do I not, 
bus what I hate, that I do. Andſo, Eph. 2. 3. All are 
by nature the children of wrath. | 

; Jam. 


eved him 4; bis heart: And the Lord ſaid, 1 will dee 
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am. 1. 15.—> Then when luſt hath conceived, it bring- 
th forth ſin ; and mhin "tis finiſhed , bringeth forth 
death. Our firſt Parents lulſte4 after "the forbid- 
den Fruit, and that brought forth the (in of breaking 
the: Commandment ; and that ſin brought forth Death. 
And Rom. 5. 12. As by one man ſin entrea, into” the world, 
and death by fin ; ſo death ple upon men, for that all, 
in him, have ſigned. —— Wherefore if all are paiky of 
Original Sin, and that guilt makes us Children of 
Wrath ; and conſequentty Heirs of Damnation, 1 
don't ſee any reaſon we have to boaſt of our righteoul- 
nels, but rather we have' too much cauſe ro bewail, 
our-wretchedneſs, and to pray continually againit the 
inevitable miſery we are liable to undergo, for all 
the good works we have done, or .can do, unleſs God 
be more merciful to the beſt of us, than we deſerve. 
And though by Baptiſm the guilt of Original Sin is 
waſhed away ; yet *tis more than .probable, that the 
firſt AQtual Sin brings it again. For, as he that 'b 
amendment of life turns to God, his tormer (ins ſhall 
not be remembred ; ſo, he that returns from' the Ser- 
vice of God, his righteoufneſs ſhall be' blotted our and 
forgotten, and all his former iniquities frralF celtifie 
againſt him. To conclude ; from what' has beea- pro- 
duc'd, this at preſent occurs to our Obſervation ; Thar 
though there 1s no ſuch” thing in tath, as a Sotifidian 
Juſtice, but every Man that will be fav} , "muſt" be en; 
Adued with a Faith that Works by Love; yet. aftet Ll 
10 


we can do, we.mult expett Salvation by Faith in Chri 
Blood,-and not frbin our own worttynols: © , paths 
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Bjale $3. $5 Salvation belongeth to. the Lord. 
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Av b 
ive to God 4 ranſom for him. au ; red 
of Pl wo ſout is Ford — And 3 The Flee 
tion of the 11, hot is of the Lord. Therefore, I _ 7. Let 
I "ew hope in the Lord. It was the CY an; 
en ed to God to Fo 

x 14. he thus addrefles = Fo to 
bins .: NS Ft pe rom blood-guiltineſ3,- 0 Goa, The God 
z my ſalvation. And thus God affirms of Himfſelf, 
44. 4.3. 11, 1, even 1 am the Lord; and beſide me there 
4 ” Saviour. 4, even 1 am he char blotteth out 7 
anſgrefions for my own ſake, and will not remember t 
feulerd we may. take notice, "That it belongs to 
Yo to o Forgive Sigh! ; and alfo, That he Forgives them 
for his own ſake, which takes off all Merit by Works. 
WD 9. 9. ay the Lord our God belong mercies and 
jorgieneſſes It was the conſtant Opinion of the 
r when our Saviour ſaid to the Sick of the 
Pallie, Man, thy are forgiven thee ; 'the Jews, not 
believing him to be God as well F” Loy accus'd him 
of _Blaſphemy, ſaying, Who can forgive ſins but God 
'# .21., $0, our Lord himſelf, though Jobs 
him the Lamb of God which takes away Hr 
cer Joh. 1. 29. dire&ts us to ask God to 
fax het Mat. 6. 12, For at FVerſ.-14.*Tis our 


upciroumc) therr God had quickened 
them, and forg Rs, wap vor ere paſſes, Col. 2.13. From 
all which it appe qo! a+ That Forgiveneſs 
of Sin, bing os Ny to 


yence of 'this, is, That.if it belong 
only Pet 'Sins, then Confeſſion of Sins 1s. ot 0d 


_ A letiber of the Church of Rawe, is in danger of 
paſſing-immediately intg Hell, dies without having 


ather that muſt forgive us, And thus the Apoftle. . 
| Caloſiaps, That they being dead in their fins, antl 


confels'd 


 OADATKE? VB 


+4 £7 SPA Ant $4 ERTIES AC YT, , YI 


(45) 


confeſs'd his Sins to a Prieſt : So abſolutely neceſſary do 
they teach Auricular Confefſion to be in order to Salya- 
tion. But, if we may examia it a little, I am apt to 
think, it will appear much like the reſt, 

Pſal. 32. 5.—1acknowledged my fins unto thee, and my 
iniquity have I not hid: I ſaid T will confeſs my tranſpreſ. 
flons unto the Lord, and thou forgaveſt the iniquity of my 
fin. The Pſalmiſt was abſolv*d without Auricular 
Confeſſion, only by acknowledging his Sins to God, 

1 Kzng. 8. 47.—Tet if they ſhall bethink themſelves in 
the Land whether they were carried Captives, and repent and 
make ſapplication'to thee in the Land of them that carried 
them Captives, ſaying, We have ſinned, and have done per- 
verſely, we have committed wickedneſs, &c— Here is 
no Confeſſion to a Prieſt mentioned. 

Ezra 9. 5. —Azd at the evening ſacrifice, I roſe up from 
my heavineſs, and having rent my garment and my mantle, 
I fell upon my knees, and ſpread out my hands unto the Lord 
my God, and ſaid, O my God, I am aſhamed, and bluſh to 
lift up my face to thee, my God, &Cc. 

Pal. 41. 4.—T ſaid, Lord be merciful unto me, and 
heal my ſoul, for I have ſinned againſt thee. Hence Con- 
feſſion of Sin is due to him =_ whom we have fin- 
ned. And then *tis due Relatively to our Neighbour, 
if we have done him any injury : But Properly to God, 
according to the Pſalmiſt, P/al. 51. 4. Againſt rhee onl 
have I ſinned, &c. when he had committed Adultery wit 
Barhſheba, and cauſed her Husband to be lain. 

Dan. 9. 15.-—— And now, O Lord our God, that haſt 
brought thy people forth out of the Land of Egypt with a 
mickey hand, and haſt gotten the renown, as at this day ; we 
have ſinned, we have done wickedly. Therefore, Jer. 14. 20. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedneſs, and the iniquity 
of our Fathers; for we have ſinned againſt thee. 
In a word ; I ſhould never have done, if T ſhould quote 
all 
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all rhe Texts to prove Confeſſion of Sias only due-to 
God. And therefore, becauſe you will meet with them 
in reading, I ſhall at preſent oaly refer-you tothe Suceh 
Chapter of St. Matthew's Goſpel, to what our Saviour 
ſays there of Prayer and Faſting : For Repentance and 
Confeſſion being inherent parts of Prayer and Faſting; 
I think they may be included in- the ſame- Advice ; 
which I need not have 1nſerted, by reaſon. of your fre- 
quent uſing the Lords Prayer, in which *tis evideat. 
Afﬀeer all, there is not one Text, as I know of, that 
by any good Conſequence, makes Confeſſion to a Prieft 
- abſolutely Neceſlary, as the DoQtrin of the Church 
of Rome does : If any will do it, and do it ſincerely, 
we do not deny it to be Good. But after *tis done, 
without a Private Confefſion to God, it muſt needs be 
Imperte&t ; for it is God that knows our Hearts better 
than we do our ſelves, and we arc guilty of many Sins 
we know not of, as the Pſalmilt "cofeſſes : Wherefore 
we ſhould cry out with him, Pal. 19. 12. Who can un 
derſland his errors? cleanſe thou me from ſecret faults. 
The conſequence of all is, That all Men ought to Con- 
feſs their Sins to God, againſt whom only they have 
ſinned, as to one that has the ſole ,Power to forgive 
them. Not that 1 deſire, in the leaſt, to-diminiſh the 
Power of the Keys given to the Church ; for I own, 
That our Bleſſed Lord gave Power and- Authority .to 
his Miniſters, to declare and pronounce to his People, 
being Penitent, the Abſolution and Remiſſion of their 
Sins, im his Name : But, to confine that Power. to the 
Church of Rowe only ; and to ſay, All that. Dic.. out 
of her Communion are. certaiply, Damn'd. for. want. of 
it, and to make the Biſhop .of Rowe zoyat-Cornpetitor 
with Chrilt in the Buſinels,. is againſt the Grain, and 
will not digeſt in my Scomach, whateyer it may doin 
other Mens. I 
I ſhould 
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I ſhould waſt too much Time and Paper, If I ſhould 
examine the Groſs Nonſenſical Conſequences of Believ. 
ing the Biſhop of Rome able to ForgiveSins, which have 
from thence been __— upon the greater part of the 
Church of Rome, the Ignorant ſort of People. That 
the Pope can at once Forgive a Man all the Sins he ever 
has committed, or ever {hall be guilty of ; that he can 
thruſt a Man into Heaven, for as long a Time as he plea- 
ſes, where he ſhall lie undiſcovered by The all-ſecing 
Eye of God, and at the end of that Term be kicked in- 
to Hell; that he can forgive the Sins of all that are in 
the Communion of the Roman Church, of all Chriſtians, 
nay, if he pleaſes, of the whole World at once. It has 
been acknowledged by many of their own Writers on 
this Subject, who have been guilty of the leaſt Extra- 
vagance, That the Pope has Power, if he will, at one 
Mals, to free all the Souls out of Purgatory. If this were 
true, _ James the Firſt's Inference on-the Poſition, 
was, with Abnegation of the Popes Charity, and Ad- 
miration of his unparallel'd Cruelty, That, being granted 
to have a Power ſo to do, he does not apply his Will to 
it. But I know, Madam, you are no Friend to fuch 
Fancies ; therefore I ſhall appeal no further than to 
your own Ingenuity, to judge trom what has been - pro- 
duced, Who has the Supreme and only Power to for. 

ive Sins, to whom Confefſion properly is due, and 
in whoſe Name only Abſolution ought to be Pronoun- 
ced. And ſo proceed, 


IV. The Fourth Enquiry propoſed, was, Whether 
the Scriptures warrant the Worſhiping of Images, or 
Praying to Saints and Angels ? 

The Second Commandment is ſo much to our Purpols, 
that they of the Church of Rome have prudently left ic 
Out of the Decalogue, and to make up the number, they 
Cur 
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cut the Tenth into two Parts ; fo the Church of Rame's 
Decalogue is thus, 


I. Thos ſhalt have no other Gods before me. 

Il. Thou ſbalt not 1ake the name of the- Lord thy God in 
vain, &Cc. | 

Il. Remember that thou teepef holy the Sabbath-day, 8c. 

IV. Honour thy Father and thy Mother, &c. 

V. Thou ſhift do no Murther. 

VL Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery. 

VIL Thos ſbalt not Steal. | 

VIII. _ ſbalt not bear falſe Witneſs againſt thy Neigh- 

IX. Thou (batt not covet thy Neighbours Wife. 

X. Thou ſhalt not cover thy Neighbours Honſe, &c. 


. 'Sothat the generality of the People of the Church of 
Rome know of no ſuch thing in Being, as the tedious 
Harangue againſt Images, by us called the Second Com- 
mandment. However, there are Texts p_ belides, 
both'in the Old and New Teſtaments, clearly again(t 
them ; of which I will only give you a few of the chief, 
Fwdees 13.15 And. Manoah ſaid unto the Angel of 
the Lord, 1 pray thee, let us detain thee, until we ſhall 
heave made ready « kid for thee. And the angel of the 
Lord ſaid unto Though thou detain me, I will not 
eat of thy bread, and if thou wilt offer « Burmt-offering, 
thou muſt offer it unto the Lord, And Manoah ſaid unto 
the angel of the Lord, What is thy name, that when thy 
fo ngaans to paſs, we may do thee honour ? And the angel 
of the Lord ſaid unto bim, W hy atheſt thou after my name, 
eeing[it is ſecret?——The Angel would not tell his Name, 
becauſe Manoch ſhould honour God only. 


P/alm 
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Plal. 29. 2.——Gzve wnto the Lord: the glory due unto his 
Name ; worſhip the Lord in the beauty of holineſs. For Iſai. 42.8, 
{ am the Lord, that is my name, and my glory will I not grve to 
another ; neither my praiſe to graven Imazes.—— [ am 

-certain there is not one Text to the contrary ; but many to 
the ſame purpole. 

Acts 10.25.—— And as Peter was coming in , Cornelius 
met him , and fell down at his feet and I him. But 
Peter tcok him up, ſaying, Stand up, 1 my ſelf alſo am a man. 
And Chap. 14. Verſ. 11.--When the People ſaw what Paul had 
done, they lift up their voices, ſaying, in the ſpeech of Lycaonia, 
The.Gods are come down to us in the likeneſs of Men. And the 
called Barnabas, Jupiter ; and Paul, Mercurius; becauſe he 
was the chief Speaker. Then the Prieſt of Jupiter , which was 
before their City ; brought Oxen and Garlands unto the Gates, 
and wou'd have done Sacrifice with the — Which when the 
Apoſtles, Barnabas and Paul, keard of, they rent their Chthes, 
and ran in among, the People, crying out, and ſaying, Sirs, why 
do ye theſe things ? we alſo are men of like Paſſions with you, &c. 
——T am apt to believe theſe things were done and ſuffer'd 
by the Providence of God, on ſe to ſhew, that as they 
were not to be worſhipp'd while theywere on the Earth , to 
neither ſhou'd we pay Divine Honours to'em now they are: 
in Heaven. But the Apoſtle to the Corinthians is very ex- 
preſs to the purpoſe. 

x Cor. 1. 13.-—fs Chriſt divided? was Paul crucified for 

you? or were ye baptized into the name of Paul ? Chap. 3. 4— 
Who then is Paul ? and who is Apollos, but Miniſters by whom 
ye believed , even as the Lord gave to every man? I have 
planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increaſe. So 
then, neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that 
watereth ; but God that giveth the increaſe Now Juoge, 
Madam, what a horrid thing it muſt needs be to e 
Images and Pictures of the Saints whereby to Worſhip 'em, 
it it was ſo great a Crime to eſteem one of 'em before ano- 
ther while they were on Earth. But as we are not to 4 
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ſhip the Saints, ſo neither muſt we pay ſuch honour to 


ol. 2. » Gaga ay {6 my 2 oy in a 0- 
luntary humility worſhippt Angels, &Cc. 

Rev. I9. 10.& 22. tn 5 I fell at his feet and worſhi 
ped him, and he ſaid unto me , ſee _—— ro Funky 
fellow-ſervant, and of thy Brethren t the Teſtimony 

eſus : Worſhip God, &c.-— And certainly , if we muſt not | 
orſhip an Angel if we ſhou'd ſee him, I know not which 
way it can be prov'd lawful to intrude into thoſe things 


doing to worſhip Saints departed, 
why Lox & not the 1ſraelites have mas them Images of * 
Abraham, Iſaac and Faceb, and pray'd to them to help 'em 
in tume of trouble; or, to put the beſt face upon it , that 
they wou'd pray to God for their own Offspring on Earth, 
as well as of the Church of Rome have their Repre- 
fentatives of, and Prayers to ——_ who jen 
part, we are apt tO are oaly titular ones ? They knew 
this wou'd be to no purpoſe , fer Mahan was ignorant of 
'em, and {ſrael acknowledged them not. Bur, 

Jer. 15. 1.——Then ſaid the Lord unto me , 7ho' Moſes and 
Samuel before me, yet, my mind cou'd not be toward this 
People -— That is, If it was poſſible for Moſes and Samue/, 
whoſe Prayers were fo prevalent with me when they liv'd on 
Eartb, to interceed for this People now, yet my Mind cou'd 
not be toward them. Thus than, cypoers the Vanity of 
invocating Saiats departed ,. in that the Dead know not "s 
neither 


US | 


| 


— 
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neither have any more a portion for eve? of any thinz that 
as Ecel. 9. 5, 6. But whether Angels and 
Saints departed, are acquainted with our Condition, or can 
hear our Prayers , is not much to the purpoſe ; —_—_ 
to tell you, that, ſuppoſing they are endued with ſuch Fa- 
culties, our Worſhippi Bw wou'd detraft from the Ho- 
nour of God, which he has faid he will not give to another: 
and our invocating them weu'd make them Mediators and 
Interceſſors, when the Apoſtle panty affirms , That there 
is but one Mediator between Go man , the man Chriſt 
Feſus, x Tim. 2. 5. 
To conclude this, becauſe I wou'd be as brief as poflibly 
I may, 1 fhall refer you to the Fourth Chapter of Deutere- 
nomy, where you'll find, the great Reaſon that Moſes gives 
the Children of /frae/, why they ſhou'd not make 'em 
Images, is, becauſe when they heard the Voice of the Lord 
from the Mountain, they faw no Similitude ; which he or- 
ges morethan once. And then, what Grounds can they of 
the Church of Rome pretend, for expoſing a Picture of him, 
who always was Inviſible > This has been lately acknow- 
d to be Idolatry, by one that writ more for the Church 


of Rome in this r, than, as he faid afterwards , he 
intended, tho' all little to the purpoſe : or at leaſt 
more was added, by y elſe, to what he did ; as may 


be conjeftur'd from the variation of the Style : but no mat- 
ter which. © The Author makes Idolatry of two Sorts ; 
* The firſt whereof is, the Worſhipping any Image or Sym- 
* bols of falſe Gods, as the Supreme Deities : and fays, If 
* they do not this, then they are innocent of thewoelf 
* of Idolatry. The ſecond is , the making, or, as he fays, 
* the attempting to make a Similitude of rhe true God , or 
* uncreated Divine Nature. That, fays he, is the other 
ky rewind ICI knows no more ; there- 
- however Superſtitious they may 
© Images, yet they cannot be Idolatry , but upon 
2" + aka 11] —— 
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be in their uſe of 


Reaſons for 
abrog ating 
the Teſt, 

p. 128, 


GY 
Tradition have diſcover'd- ſpecial help in theſe Caſes. © But- 
what is this, ' but the ancient Heathen HONEY, revivd inthe 
Church' of *Rome 2 Which is ſo mnch the worſe there, be- 
cauſe of the Profeſſion of Chriſtiamty ; and Men that pre- 
tend to know the true God, — imagin, or afſert 
againſt their Confeiences , which I think the worſe of the 
two,” That help tocome from the Creature, which can onl 
come from the Creator. May not we _on better Grounds 
deify our Phyſicians ? But theſe things they'll venture to 
deny, tho” they are eaſtly prov'd :. that which they chiefly 
acknowledge in this Point, is their praying to Saints and 
Angels to pray for them, oras ſome fay, to pray to Chriſt 
to interceed for them , it being arrogant Preſumption , for 
Mortals to go 'to Chriſt immediately. 'Burt this is down- 
right Gnoſticiſm ; and we of the Church of Eng/and, have 
our Saviour's own words for our Encouragement , if they 
of the Church of Rome have not, Foh. 14. 6, 1 am the way, 
the truth and the life : no man cometh. to the Father but by me. 
And we know of no other Intercefſor in Heaven, but Chriſt 
Therefore T think it a privation of our Chriftian Liberty, to 
debar us from Praying to him immediately, on Pretence of 
roo much Preſumprion in ſo doing; for he himſelf invites 
all that labour ws heavy laden, to come tohim, and he 
will give'em reſt;, Math. 1 1. 28. He does not fay, Come to 
me by my Mother, orby St. Michael, or St. Bennet, &c. But, 
Come to me-—direQtly. 

. $5. TheFifth Enquiry muſt be , Whether there is any ſuch 
Place as Purgatory > _ p 

- The Dodtrines of the Church of Rome, as they have been 
manag'd, are moſt of 'emr ſo order'd, as to be as ſuitable and 
conformable to the temper of Humane Nature as they well 
may be : as might be made appear, if we had time, in theſe 
already ſpoken to: But above all ; the Do@rine of Purga: 
tory, is as obliging and complaiſant to Fleſh and Blood, as 
any thing can be. ,For this takes off all neceſſity of a ſtrict: 
and reſtrain'd-life ;: here needs. ne mortiſying; our arg" 
which. 


Ay ml anladea pn 
in the Roman Church, might be madeappear by many 
COInorhe: £1 Wn) Bc, 909 5 ar worth. he Taing 
conſider every Particular... But 'tis done at large already by 
Dr Sl, an Excellent Hand; and the Buſincts of the preleat Under 
Churc - 15 notio much to as tO re. wW | 

7; taking ſo much to that, Enquire whether there 
Bbme. is axp24 whois. ay fpring 4 


irits in Priſon. And the other, x Cor. 3. 15, If any man 
works ſhall be burnt ,, be fball ſuffer loſs : but je himſelf hel 


of theſe Texts are to the purpoſe, I think I {hall have lirrle 
more to-do than todeny the Dodtrine to be true ; foraſmach 


how's ore the Negative. I begin then with the firlt, 
1 Fer.}. 19. . 7 
ln the foregoing Verſe, the. tells us, that Chriſt 
EL Deans nd 
us to ing put to in tl 

| the ſpirit. Aud then adds,. By which ak 
ad preach'd to the ſpiri cy Wok 
Expoſitors gather , waat Our QJAaVIOUr i 

did atter: his RelurreQtion.: As if the 
was put to Death in the Fleſh, buy 


as in any Matter of Diſpute the Affirmative ought to be | 
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quicken'd, or rasd again by the Spirit ; and after that, 
he went by the ſame « wi or Power, that quicken 
him, and Preach'd to Spirits in -Priſ6n. And 
that the word Priſon , here , can't mean Purgatory, 
will more plainly appear, if we follow the Apoſtle as 
goes on —— By which alſo he went and Preac#/d to the 
Spirits in Priſon ; which ſometime were Diſobedient, when 
once the long ſuffering of God waited in the Days of Noah, 
while the Ark was preparing : wherein few, that is, 
Eight Perſons were ſaved by Water. The like Figure where- 
unto, even Baptiſm doth alſo now ſave ns, by the Refar- 
re&tion of Jeſus Chriſt, &c. We read, Gen. 6. 3. that God 
faid, My Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with Man, for that he 
alſo is Fleſh : yet his Days ſhall be an Hundred and Twenty 
Tears. The Deluge was determin'd for the Sins of -rhe 
Old World ; yet God of - his Mercy wou'd give '*emſolong 
time as One . Hundred and Twenty Years to Repeat in ; 
and ſent Noah to Preach Repentance, and Threaten Deſtru- 
Rion to all that wou'd not amend their Lives. Whence 
this of the Apoſtle has been interpreted of . Chriſt's 
Preaching the Goſpel to the Gentiles, by his Apoſtles, after 
his Reſurredtion when he had fent his Spirit among 'em. 
And fo , thoſe that wou'd not repent at the Preaching of 
the Gaſpel, ſhou'd one Day periſh by Fire, as they of the 
Old World did by Water, for not — at the Preach- 
ing of Noah : For as Chriſt was then reveal'd in a flood of 
ater, - ſo he will again be revealed m flaming Fire to rake 
Vengeance on them that obey not his Gol} Bur they 
that wou'd repent , 'and be obedient to his Goſpel, ſhoud. 
be ſaved by Baptiſm, as Noah was- in the Ark: yet not 
merely from a Temporal Puniſhment, 'but frofh Everlaſting 
Deſtrution. Now, -to - make the Priſon here ſpoken of, 
Purgatory ; is to fay, ' in that thoſe that were de- 
Jer by the Deluge of the Old World, have remain d 


ſince in this Purgatory till our Saviour's Crucifoxion, ,. 
that in one of the Three Days in which he lay inthe 


Grave,. 


WW. 6 
gnnhonntn of Repentance 
ior chi apap og: cone rhe For, the wah " 


ich we render, Priſon ; CE ns any kind of þ 
EDNINs a Sheath for a , as well as a 
for. Priſoners, and as-properly the Body of a_Man, when 
in para gy” 54 as.any thing elſe : any thing containing, 
gy co the tang coatain 
that Chrift's Preacting to the $ irits in Priſon, here, is 
elſe, but either the of Noah to thoſe of the 
.Old-World, or of his Apoſtles to the Gentiles of the Ne, 
: whoſe Souls were penn'd up in their Bodies, which were ex 
ercisd in Filthy Luſts, as uſcleſs as a Sword is whil: it re 
mains in theSheath. And this is the ence that the beſt & 
poſitors put upon the p Beza eſpecially, wotns Ne 
ous, and fully diſcuſſes the point, proving*that this 
can in no wiſe be taken for Purgat Ty: Bur ar te Revere 
" Dr. Hammond has moſt ingen expreſs 
the Apoſtles meaning ; ppc Saul rgengc irs ur 
conclude, —— * Chriſt, ſays he, is an Example of ſuffer 
ing for well-doing, in his for Sins, not hisown but 
*. ours, he righteous tor us who were hte- 
- ous, ( that when we were Aliens and Er GER 
mu ar ae pr et mp. and give us Authority to ap 
EE i) wherein © for our example and comſat 
© 1t muſt be obſerv'd, that tho' as a Man cloath d in ow 
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© him : T mean in the Days of the Old World, when by 
* Noah, that Preacher of Righteouſneſs, hegave thoſe treat- 
* able warnings to thoſe that made no uſe of the Light of 
* Nature in their Hearts, to the Spirits or Souls of thoſe 
© that were then alive before the Flood, which God had gi- 
* yen them with impreſſions of Good and Evil, put Crongh 
* their cuſtoms of Sin were as a Sword pht up. in a i 
© laid up in their Bodies unprofitably.——-So then, upon 
the whole matter, whether the ſence of the Apoſtle be re- 
ferr'd to our Saviours Preaching, by Noah, to thern of the 
Old World, or by his Apoſtles to the Gentiles of the New, 
is not much to the purpoſe ; this is the plain reſolution of 
the preſent Qyere, That the word Priſon here made uſe of, 
is only a Metaphorical Epithet given to the Body in refe- 
rence to the Soul, a Compariſon made of the Soul cons 
fin'd in theBody of a ſinful Man, with a Man lock'd up in 
a Priſon, And thus when our Saviour, by hi !ſ\ters, 
Preaches the Goſpel, eſpecially to Unbehevers or Wicked 
Men, he may be faid to Preach to Spirits in Priſon. From 
what has been faid then, I think Purgatory can't be aſſert- 
ed from rhe words of St. Peter. 

Whence we-come to conſider thoſe of St. Paul, If 
Man's Work ſhaft be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer loſs, but he himſelf 
ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo, as by Fire. 

The Apoſtle, Yerſe 10, ſays, According to the Grace of 
God which ws given to me, as a wiſe Maſter-Builder I have 
laid the Foundation, and another buildeth theres : And, 
Verſe 12. he ſpeaks of Two ſorts of Men that build on this 
Foundation ; Firſt, rhoſe that Build thereon Gold, Sitoer and 
Precious-Stones : and Secondly, thoſe that build thereom 
Wood, Hay and Stubble. Now, ſays he, Verſe 11, E 
Man s Work ſhall be made manifeſt. For the "Ba oe 
clare it, becauſe it ſhall be reveal d by Fire, the Fire 

ſhall try Man s Work, of what fort it is. And, as he 
goes on, / Man's Work ſhall abide which be hath Built 
thereon, be Pub recie « Reard, But if any Man's Work 

ſhall 


r= oh be ful fer bh, oc: Which may bo thas 


ie ng the Corinthians, when the Apoſtle 
a em , two ſorts of Preachers ; ſame, 


who nl aching more, than to Preach the po 
{ 


Favourites, by being 
, and 


DE: in worlhi af Angels undey ks. pretence 
of ROY _—_— ey, von: mto thoſe things which 
yainly vai pooheg with. cheir fieſh- 


2-1 1K "And by ſuch 
EEEEeS they pornr'y more and - moxe. upon, the 


ddy Afcctions of the multitude, 'rill at laſt they broke 
fa. ac Dr which call'd for this Epiſtle. Things 

at thus paſs, ' the Apoſtle thought. it. high -time to 
huok of 12, way,: if. poſkible, to: put: 8 - flop to thoſe Kaor- 
muties breaking into the Church, And 
| mildly reproves the Corinthians, for 
,, and ones os. Quouhuion, 
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this Fomnalatinn, par fs Silver, Precions-Stones, Wood, Fiy, 


or Stubble 2 ( Man's Work ſhall be made maxifeht For 
the Day foul it, beraxſe ie Jbal be reveal by Fire, 
—_— Fire fhball try (every Man's Work, of what fort it js. 


And if nomonk flap abide, which be hath baits pou 
hat FomYarimewbich: te (had Jabd; be fhill receive a Reward 
—w is, He that ſhall hirnſ a 'fincere Preacher of 
the Goſpel, that he has ted the Flock of Chriſt with ſound 
and profitable Doctrine, he ſhall in the Day of Trial have 
this to comfort him all Temporal Calamities, That 
he has Adted as a faithful Paſtor ought ro do,” and there: 
fore h Tribulations beſet him on-all ſides, yet he iscer- 
tain he he has ſerv'd is faithful, and will undoubtedly 
his promiſe to his faithful Servants,” fo that in the 
midſt of the greateſt AffiEtions he's ſure to become more 
than a Conqueror, and as fuch ſhall not mifs of "a moſt 
rious Reward.'But, 1f avy Man's Work Jhall be burn, he 
feffer ſs : That 'is, He ſhall in the Day of Trial be con- 
vincy of the invalidity and unprofitableneſs of his Preach- 
ing, which will cauſe in him the pains of a pgyilry Con- 
frience, which commonly attendon thoſe that haye been ur- 
profitable jn their Stations; and the166 of his former eredit, 
will cate him ſhame, and a deteſtatior! of thoſe vain atd 
empty Opinions, which before he ſo carneſtly defended; and 
all thefe together will a of. Hams his reward 
hereafter. Yet notwithſtanding my Rt fleſhy, opi- 
nions are confum'd and we yy nothing, he has been 
Yo fortunate as to hold pay neem Ft e main, Do- 
fQrines of —_— he himſelf may 'be fayed , bur "twill 
be ſo hardly ,-as by Fire. That is , tho' he had been. infc- 
Qed with Guoſtici , if he did not proceed ſo far as. a 
rodeny*Chriſt the GE ofa as his 1 
"was that .he 'mightim caſe of Perfecuti 
mg him at laſt, is an cont might of i 
neous, and on that accoun 


ſanding "the unprofitableneſs-of fri 
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Cunply conſider'd, but it wot'd: be fo. hardly ; as when one. © 


a devouring Fire. I fuppaſe the Apoſtles meaning ma 
in 


the Foundation, yet all this may -not damn him, if he does 


not. at laſt deny, Chriſt , but tho' his Works in the day of 
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f were in by building their vain and un Dodtrines 
/wpon the Foundation which he had So" that upon the 
whole, I think the beſt way dp ern a figurative Expreſ- 
ſion, is by a figurative Suppoſition. Let us therefore ſup- 
a Foundation of Stone laid by ſome famous Builder : 
men take this Foundation whereon to Build 'em- Houſes 
to livein ; one of the two Builds his Houſe , we'll fappoſe 
of Gold and Silver; as the Apoſtle expreſſes i it, but very 
plain and homely , after = rude Gothic wa of Building, 
no way charming or delightful outwardly. other makes 
uſe of no other ood and Straw, but alarms 
the World with his curious Carving, and fine Devices, after 
the beautiful Crrinthian Order, Stately and Magnificent, to 
Charm all that ſhall look on it , ſo finiſhes a delicate 


pleaſorheir Fainches } an 
mire his Building , and cry up the Workman loſt to 
Adoration , and tho' his next Neighbour's Houſe is built of 
Gold and Silver, yet 'tis a plain homely tinng. rough and 


old-faſhion'd , not _ notice of or FIT ON. 
But here, the Ingenui of — joine and the 
ſingular contrivance of ev apt 
connection and ſuitableneſs very part, th whole, th juſt Deco- 


rum 'and Harmony every where viſible , the vol es of 
the Columns fo d with all ſorts of ttal Carv'd 
works, . Fruits and Flowers; and, _ word, whole Fa- 


| brick is ſo noble, and in all ref 
1' and Silver of Univerſe. 


dation being Stone, the Fire paſſs 0n to the ; And 
by reaſon of the firſt man's Te pe date Gold 
—_—— ——————— — That 
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way. _ lendid and glorious., as the 
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Py .. 1 dare lay, St. Chry/oſtow had no 
tuch zhts; 'for repeating the- words, But he fhall 
befaved , yet fo:as by Fire. is, ſays he:, as a\man 
** hat, when-at Midnight thi 45 1et- on Fire, wakes 
*and leaps out 'of Bed, out of Doars, taking 
Tg 0g ith ſign, 4s only! care being to free 
*-415 Own | 

| in days are nere-Grammatiſts where 
they RR age brag ns 40 favour 
| the fence of theTextmay be hid ins 
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; or that: he Preach'd to Houſes and Walls , becauſe her 
calls the Corinthians God's Building ; or that our Saviour 
himſelf was a Stone, becauſe he is expreſly' call'd the head 
fone of the corner. But whither wou'd fuch abfurdities 
hurry us? I affure you, Madam , 'tis very unreaſonable to 


they can find-none-plainer than one of theſe two. Which 
being 'made thus plain to the contrary , I ſhall only briefly 
hint a few Texts againſt the particular Doctrine of Purga- 
tory, and fo conclude this Point. 
keel. 11. 3.-—If the clouds be full of rain, they empty them- 
felves upon the Earth : and if the tree fall' toward the' South, 
ar toward the North : in-the place where the tree falleth,: there 
it ſhaſt lie---This Text is a Metaphorical intimation of the 
flate of the Soul after this life. As a Tree that is falling 
muſt fall' one way , either ts the South or to the North, &c.; 
So the Soul when it leaves the Body muſt go to- ſome cer-- 
+ ap gr the Tree ſhall. remain in the where 
it fell, ſo the Soul muſt abide in the place whither ſhe firſt 
goes when ſhe leaves the Body. But the Preacher is more 
plain to/the purpole, Chap. 12. 7. where he fays, The Duſt, 
that is, Man's Body, ſhall return to the Earth as it was ; and” 
the Spirit fball return to-God who gave it. And the Prophet 
lays, Iſai. 57. 3, The Righteous ſhall enter into Peace—Now 
according to the- Practice of the Church of Rome in this 
particular, unleſs the ſpecial favour of the Biſhop of Rome: 
intervene, all, both and bad, muft paſs through Pur- 
, in order to their Perfetion', tho' according to the 
ine of the firſt Query , they may be more. than per- 


. tet before they come thither. But what then becomes of 


the many Promiſes made to the Godly, both' in the Old. 
and New'Teſtaments, if before they can enjoy the Rewards 
promis'd , they. muſt undergo: fo ſevere ' Puniſhment by 
the way ?- | | 
©" Revel. 14 13:---Aud T heard a woice fhom Heaven , Paying, 
unto we, write, Bleſſed are'the Dead which-die in the Lord, 


from 


(64) 
rom henceforth—And, if there is any ſuch place as Purge 
+ whereih the beſt of Men muſt 'endure Tormeat fora 
Time, how can the Blood-of Chriſt be-ſaid to cleanſe any 
from all Sin, x Joh. 1. 7 Certainly, God does not require 
that his Servants ſhou'd paſs through the Fire to purify 'em 
and make 'em fit for Heaven, after they are waſhd in the 
Blood of his Son. Weare taught by the Apoſtle, Zeb.g.14, 
that the Blood of Chriſt our Confciences from dead 
eg rr year os CO Fwate 

thought of any other Purgation. viour 

= . 18. 'that Hs that believeth on hin is not condemned. 
if God does not condemn , 'tis hard: to think he'll pu- 
niſh : which he muſt do ; if the beſt of Men muſt pafs 
through before they can come to Heaven. But 
we can meet with no fuch place in the Scriptures. We 
find but ewo ways mention'd, a nurrow and a broad ; a ſtrait 
ate and a-wide, into one of which we muſt enter. And 


aGX.51% the Apoltile ſays. expreſly , AZ ſhall appear before the Fudg: |, 


ment ſeat of Chriſt, there to receive according to what. we have 
done in the Body : and then certainly , if there is any ſuch 


ahh... nay God muſt be t unjuſt in calling 
to account tor their Sins when are purg'd from 
'em. But 'tis' much - ſafer to believe there is no ſuch 


place. | 
Virgil indeed tells us of ſome ſuch kind of place in the 


Sixth Book of his Aeas, in his Account of ZExeas's Progrels | 


into the infernal World to viſit his Father. © When he came 
** to the Stygian ſhore, he ſaw Old Charex about his wonted 
ee, plying the Oars to carry ſuch over as came thi 
Dy ww and in on ptr whom the old 
© Ferry-man was very ; em Paſhge, tho! 
* without doubt they'd have paid him as well for tus pains 
© as others did. AZxcas, as we may ſuppoſe, was amaz'd at 
* this partiality, and ask'd his Guide , What was the 
® of 's rough behaviour to thoſe poor Souls ? To which 


| 


, 


— —— 


Burt he faw ſome miſerable Ghoſts on the |. 
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© theunſvers, Thife yol foe him take into his are bart 
* and by that means challenge his Service; d, hore he 
* away, ue not. | None muſt "paſs Hſe $tr th rfl the Ce- 
* remontes 7 Fo their Funeral are perform'd'; but they muſt abide 
* in theſe diſmal Shades on this. de the River an Hundred 
* years; unleſs | they are buried focuer ; pill hey, oſe 
 havied of wt" buried,” ' they' obtain their Paſſage. - Then \ 

* Poet ſets down & Dialog between "ZExeas and his 'v 
< Pilot'Palimiwrics-/ who being unfortunately oft we — WaS 
« kill d in Ztaly ; and by the rechney baryc As 
« for which” reaſon he” aut be eva 9 thi P 
all: thoſe People ,-mov'd | by" 

« Solemnize his Funeral. NOT METS a Parallel 6 _be- 
tween this Fiction of the Poer, and the Fwy of the 
CE earl only tell yol , *that; I have feen 


Re Sore gene 


up to'rhie-Neck, and tabouring very hard'to get out, at one 
fide of the River is Hell's mouth operr, to terrifie: the poor 
Souls,” and over their heads ; Heaven for their Encourage- 
ment. Whether they intend this River for Styx or Acheror, 
is-ndt"'to the ; tis Enough'to | the Dodine 
of Purgatory {aficient > becauſe in Vogue with the/an-' 
cient Romays before: Chriſt's 'coining; into* the” World = tho! 
of late years it has got a Name which TY wuz and 
as”-it- was< formerly . known -by-rhe* 'Styg im Black” 
adds, &v. :now/Purgmty i ey eat the FS, 

prog ys D—_ a5; Wires K tf 
6 W - L AM, 4 by 
9 heifers daily: :Diaded- 72/210) 954 Sit 1722 9 
This DoQrine ts buile-wpori! celake\ of ws, 


ling t6 trade for Maſdand Fad : Sic Rs ded” 
ſo- naiclyto the: Revenue bf *<_v Citerch', that £ ran now. 
Wor cx gre 2.08 Wk" 


he 9T JdoulVl aw And RS wm he vita + Wa} 
"181 * But 


| : for? The Apoſtle, 
es a lruimg, Sacrifice, 
4 as our reaſonable Service. Which 'Text Bel- 


* is &o ie, or a proper Sactifice. Now not to ay the Maſs 
is no ſenſible Subſtance, which he makes the main condi. 
CNT I ſhall at preſent thus examine the Ar- 


ye re rh - here of the office of a Mi- 
fn, but the Duty of the Miniſters and People both. 'All 
are to preſent their Bodies a living Sacrifice. 7 OY. 
therefore, Brethren, &c. 

2, Therefore ſuppoſing the Maſs was a ſenſible 5 

the Apoſtle can't intend that, becauſe that isto, be 0 of 

' the Miniſter only. 

';. all he wou'd have in reference to the Maſs's 


oo op eironthy is Oe 


of the Maſs: For "tis confelgd that $0ia'is an 
made/to: God only, v ET Se Til ihhven 
rm ns wr and ſo Sek gy, Oe 
to what it was before , our bodies» Pin Apo- 
ſtle- adviſes us to preſent our Tee unto 
God; and-in thenexr” Verſe, os emed re du Wrl. 
where," by our renouncing 
Bodies to God's Service, a as gg 
horts ts, we are rnform or changtby the neromngo 


i). 


gre” arr were 

by Sin; are deſtro FE 

jr mtr a” - bel to 

reaſonable Duty ; as a-$arrifice-is laid on the Altar, 
| , ſo-we muſtdie to fin, and mortifis 
; Whi e-upon the -Earth,, cut off all Aﬀe- 
p our Bodies under,; and bring 'ent 


1 Me Gn9nnodGtbting: transformed 


we 
7's ” 
is EDN > doo other but -the 
To Fer eter. + 1x Ep. e.2, {he Profle nine 
ALY houſe; Prieſthood, to offer « 
Fred "Soorifees , acceptable to God by Feſus Chriſt. An 
what ſpiritual Sacrifices are, |we. may be: inform'd by 
other Sc Bariphure, The Pfalmiſt, MEE: adviſes 
od t fr tle es of Righte oc Pſal.50. 
raiſe, al ang God.-: And,: 51. 17, 19; 
hes God are a Spirit : and, the Lord wil 
as f Ser ces of - 1m Ants And, Pſal.14r.z, 
Lo xn e ſet Fredpld thee as Incenſe; and, the lifting 
of wy bouts, as. eg Ji pahg Theſe: are great 
from one under the Law , when 'the' Morning 
ening  Sacrifices, were '1o abſolutely neceſhary. . Bur 
wr aP we from were under the Goſpel 2 Qur 
tefled Saviour of right. , ET eerknds 
r10R, blap he ig for nqt knowing the 
Ws, of aniwwlx Mercy and not Sacrifice, Marth. 
poſtle is very-: plain ,.to the purpoſe, Phil. 4 
Ri” Nas SePhlippans know alſo, that in the beginni 
departed foqm Macedon, no C 


figs 


« &sf ed with 1 ſs ring $f vi -pdirs hob = 
ye onh, EEE 
wnito my e, 1 Jefire, a,gift;'; mu (fire 


re 
frait mpueif. abound 10 your account. .., But, 1 have all ; and 
ES abound ; 


. JO i 
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(6g) 
abound : 7 am full , having recerv'd of Epaphroditus - the 
things which were © ſent from © you, an Odour of, a. ſweet ſmel, 
a" Sacrifice acceptable , well-pleafing to God. From all which, 
the Sacrifices of Chriſtians are Mercy, Alms-Deeds, Prayer, 
Praiſe, Contrition , and all Chriſtian Duties. And theſe 
are the Sacrifices which are to be offer d*up to God, by eve- 
y living *Chriftian' ſor" himſelf. |But [I 'can, find, no ſach 
fice 'as the Maſs, nor -itideed” any other that! thoſe 
above-mention'd. For Chriſt Jefus is the Sacrifice for all 
Chriſtans in —_ and theſe are, Sacrifices which every 
Chriſtian muſt offer to God for himſelf in particular. And 
thus T'have briefly given'my Opinion of the Maſs , which 
amounts to this'in the general, that Chriſt heing our” Sa- 
crifice and Propitiation , we have no reaſon to think of 
any other ; and he having offer'd himſelf once to God for 
all, there can be no other Offerings needful}, but. fuct! as 
every Man muſt offer for © himſelf , the Sacrifice” of , Righte- 
oufneſs: And as the Maſs is not a Sacrifice for the Living, 
neither can it be ſuppos'd a Sacrifice for the-Dead. 

If Chriſt Tefus has made fatisfaftion for the Sins of all 
that are call'd by his Name; and if that fatisfaction is cer- 
tainly app d toalf who are true Chriſtians, and Die in the 
Faith 'of Chriſt Cracified, and if this is made the abſolute- 
iy neceſſary Condition of having a Title to that fatisfacti- 
on, I-can ſee no-ground Wicked Men have to hope for par- 
don, if. they forteit'that. The Scriptures are altogether i- 
lent -as 'to any thing that can' b{' done for us after Death. 
To-which purpoſe Ill give you the trouble of the following 
Inſtances, ' - | oP > 
* 1. Holy David, when God ſtruck the Child he had by 

Bathſheba, pray'd for its recovery, and faſted and hay all 
Night upon the Earth :- His ſorrow for the Child's Sickneſs 
was ifitolerable. But when mes was Deatd ,* he aroſe 
from the Earth, ' and Waſhed,” and Anointed himſelf, and 
—_ his Apparel, and came into the Honſe of the Lord 
and Worſhipped : then he came to his own Houſe, and ha- 


ving 


= 


if 


ASYIP } 


= 


4 


weep after his Death., For, | 

2. No Man can by ANY. means , redeem his 
or. give to God n ranſom for him, Pſa 49. 7. 1 
in enou ing that is 


: 
i 
HH 


Z 
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Z 


Dives, where Abraham tells him, Yerſe 2.6. That 


ham and 
r= have nog Eagrug yet fixed: So that they which 


WER I (ow ano. 02: Cove Gould got. — Aud then) 
/ | can any can, 
Kaya, - lures weep more Ye call d, to-Heavent 
But, K1:i5 | 
: e Apoſtle tells the Theſſaloniavs, 1 Theſ, 4. 13. that 
| Nl} abdul caF cry then which 
, [nor fe ſorne ar agus for man Far 
died, ' ever fo t 
i will Ged bri fm. The 


ſurrection; 
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: they had no thought of a ſtate of Puniſhment 
row - fro which they were tb be freed by the Sn 
Fife of the Maſs; but” built all upon the Merits of 
Chriſt's Blood, the full ſatisfaQtion which he had made, and 
on that ſcore , mee it Pr Eg endeavour to become 

orthy parta it. Seriptures-make no mentzon 

| of Offcrinries'for the Dead but 1n many places they ar- 
gue clear the contrary : ThaSthere is no time or place of 
on God in the Grave, or for thoſe that are in their 

Graves : All ſhall at the Day of J nt recerve accord- 
ing to what they have” done in the Body, There's no Ex+- 
of Guilt after Death , but he har'ls not ablatv'd in 

is Life muſt be miſerable for ever. Thetefore theſe per- 
formances on the behalf of rhe Dead, are no better than a 
breach of the Third Commandment, a taking God's Name 
wn eu for whom he cannor 
Upon the- whole therefore, we qay truly 

fy wi ; Ecel. 9. 4; To him that is joind to 
t eye there is hope Bur to him that is dead there 

is no hope but what his way of living here will admini- 

ſter to him. 

I conclude this with the words of the Apoſtle, Z7eb. 1 3. 
7, &c. Remember them which have the Rule over you, who 
have 7 wget wnto you the word of God : whoſe Faith follow, 


ofering ' of their C med yn ny Feſus Chrift the 


his Forit is a good thing 
te the b heart D- I with 6 bee kw cup Meats, 
wot profite way which have ied therein. 
A hn — or Aber where wo right to eat , —_ 
erve- t ppg the ies of thoſe Beafts whoſe 
Blood is - brought into the S; by the ; 
are burnt" the Camp. 
might ſanitifie the People with his own 
the Gate,” Let us go forth 
Calope 'bearingg his reproach. For here we have no continuing. 


City, 


(72) Sola 
£0 come. him therefore let -us 

| Fs re ha the 
our Lips, - giving s to his Name. { But to Gay and 
to communicate, forget not : _ for with ſuch Sacrifices God is 
wel pleaſe ; 

7; doe I come _ Seventh and laſt Enquiry pro; 
pos d,. wiz, eros ths Dottrine of Tranſub/tantiation can be 
maintain d by Scripture 2 .- 

"This has been C—_—_ by our Adverſaries, but to 
no, .. And. the Scriptures furniſh us with two very 
A to the contrary... Which are, 
at Chriſt « Body 520 b4.30, aut ons one place at once. - 
hat we. cat the Eoly-and-drink the Blood-of Chriſt 
par: Boa got ;poth, WE. Tranſubſtantiation 


dernreed the Sen Gans of ; gt wy nc 
by 7's The Scriptures teſtific, That Chriſt's Body can 
be in but one place at once. 

Our Saviour, . Matth."2.6.' x1. tells us, We have the Phor 
always with us but him we have not always. For, Fohn 16 
28.” As be came forth from the Father into the World, fo a 
gain he will leave the World and go tothe Father. Accord- 
ingly, Mark 16. 19. when he had ſpoken to his Diſciples, 
he was received up into Heaven, \and..ſat on. the right hand: of. 
God... And there St. Stephen, afterwards ſaw him, Ads 7 
56. In which place, - as 'St.. Peter teſtifies, 44s. 3.. 21." be 
muſt remain -ti# the times of . the, reſtitution' of + all things. 
kay gpdge by Ly ge oy as:bei\. 
was jeex to, go », © :+Now: uppoſe. 
DET SEA ED 

s Omaipotency is they know- 
bur pp aſongtin wg porn tg aicthon Op 
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nt 
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es on 
fly his Will to his A 
Joby Baptiſt told the oy £5 i. 484. h, 3. 
Big Stones of the Earth to raiſe up 3c 
wito Abraham, we muſt not preſently make the Fable. of 
Demcalion and Pyrrha an Article of our Faith. _ For if this 


 wou'd do the busneſs, how ſoon wou'd the World be fila 


with Abſurdities, and yet all pals for Miracles 2., But._if- we 
confult'the Sacred Writings, we ſhalf find that though God 
is ſufficiently declar'd ro be Omnipotent, yet he never 
acted any thing con to himfelf, his Power never v 
peard contrary to his Will. Now .in..the Prelens caſe 

we believe the Scriptures to be the Ward of God, vas 
his Wilt is declard im his Word, it ſufficiently appears, that 


Chriſt muſt be preſent in Heaven, 'till -the end 
of the Workd ; and then, © for thine the Þ Cor y pre- 
ſent on Eartht too, pal it © wary habe a the 


fame time; becauſe no is itpoſMible with Ga. is t@ 
a fo n effe*that God,. to ſhew his Power, does forme thi 
fr are repugnant fo is Will; and to preſerve the Pre- 


ive of his inviolate, will upori occaſion 
contradit his own Word. But the Apoſtles no ſuch 
hts, ſorne of *em' fax Chrift afcrnd'” » into Hea; 


ven, and othets; as St. Ste and St. Pak, afteri.ards 
faw him Te Os Paul tells 


Chap. T9. 2 
for ever, he 
Tk, Blerve two nf % jab! Ns he be 
fre; in that Chriſt has offer'4 one Sacri-. 
free for 8 Nara Ede of Trankabſtanya- 
tion, \in- Ines, he Jak Wn. 
on fie by; 7 Joſe his bee, ys 
Coloſhans; iS, "If they are M exwith. 
ferk thoſe cap. which Poe above, Wdete Chrift fitterh at the 


Right 


. ws 
. God, _ . For, - Phil. 3-20. our Converſation, 

CIT avs, frow whence oſ we fot for the Sev 
br bel ie, Clrif. Wherelore, Made, Lthiie the 


himſelf is beſt to be follow'd, Matth. 
Fan as fd Js yr Lo, here is Chrift,. or 
jt nat | 


24. 2 
£5, 


TEE Ve Srible hom: Scat 
ICSIH this other Argent ak was,. That we eat 
the Body, and drink the Blood of Chriſt, only by Faith: 


(©: 


John 6. 47, &c. Yerily, verit) 1 fay mate you, be he that be- 
lieverh os Bis Kath Ber ins aſe. - I am that Bread of 
Life. Tour Fathers did eat Manna in the Wilderneſs, and 
are dead. This is the Bread which" cometh down from Heaven, 
that a Man may eat thereof, and wot die. 1 am the 
Bread which came down from Heaven. If any Man eat of this 
Bread, he ſhall Ieve for ever + And' the read that I will 
"we, 5 which I wil gig for the Life of the World, 
Tel, Ll: To Faith in Chriſt is 


Life, Yerſe 47. 

that EE *7 wil 5 
0 

aith Fad A And therefore he 


or 
6 A my Fleſh , 


>. 6nd 4 will rail 
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(75) 
him t Day. For my Fleſh is Meat indeed, and 
et i iemt $ theta et e that eateth my Fleſp, 
Linketh my ou: dwelleth in me, and [i bn bom, Sorel 
Living Father hath ſent me , and 7 live by the Father : ſo, 
he that eateth me , even he ſhall lrve by me. - This is that 
rs which\.came down from Heaven ; not as your Fathers 
rally ir Nene, and are dead : He that eateth = 
B for ever. ———Perhaps you 
dam, that, theſe reiterated: are lain 
COR Ie here Ttends Tran om: 
But I aſſure you they mean nothing leſs. For, firft, he 
lays, Except e eat the Fleſb of the Son of Man, and drink 
his Blood, ye no Life in you. And on the 
Whoſo eateth his Fleſh , and drinketh his Blood, bath Eter- 
nal Life , and he will raiſe him up at the laſt D , Now, if 
our Saviour ſpeaks all this of his natural and Blood, 
with which he was cloathed, and which was naif'd to' the 
Croſs and ſpilt on the Ground ; and laſtly, which' he*carri- 
ed with him into Heaven ; __ to the Do- 
Qrine of Tranſubſtantiation » his natural and Blood 
are as really eaten and drunk in the Lord's Supper, Then, 
ap PREE 5 gens, nay /any living Creature 
t 1s but. ca of cating drinking ,” may: be in, as 
fair a way to Heaven x5 the devouteſt Proteſior 3f Chriſti- 
anity. For if cating the Fleſh of Chriſt will one to 
cat I" a Dog a piece of the Tranſubſtantiated 
Bread, a may-.not he by .cating it go thither too ? 
However, - y rr 4m it wou'd be a-bleſſed World 
certainly, if -the worſt.of | Men were in as fure'a way'\to $4l- 
vation, .as. the beſti\! . which muſt  be,.” if-the Dottrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation, and our Seviqur's Words hold 
Far hs ſays, hthG is Meat indeed, and his Blood is Drink 


eed. Tranſbbſtaotiation - gives all Men the real 
Find of Chriſh, and by catinganddrinking them 


we get n, , which-is here calfd Eternal Life.”” But 
Hom K 2 Secand- 


"Man, *vr X fe Sf 
Nee "This is Yhat "Bread ' = 
Heauhn ': 1065 bor Rt ber} a oi Mana, 
he: that: aipejooſ"Uh A Bread */Dall Boe" for 


AF to Ik po 


are. eG 
*\ 


or nee a. 


cerveing 1 GS Locter) 
ond, RE es 

our, When they tried kynore ws 
Mn 0s [Dilx * w NIE 


rof. Chriſt, "and #inking 
but our feeding on - -Iim' by 
z if by-cating-the Fleſh of 
hs Blew -we ſthallHive for ever, and 
:-unkefs he- believes ir Him , either 
"to contradret Himſelf, or 'elle 
the .6f Tranſubſtentiarion, and 
wocaly od caterer ihe Fleſh and Blood of 
Ang: appeal to yotirſelf, Madam, to 
:of._ the twol tis moſt» reaſonable > #5 believe; 
EE EESES 
appear if we purſue it a 
Many therefore of | his Diſciples, when 
SEE This is a hard Sarrre—yh— 
{ grate the MoD 


\*, Thercfdre, \ cating 
his Blood, —_— 
nos Ins 
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(59) 


JU og the Eurharift ; but all that, aur Szviour fays 
v Fleſh. and Blood, 'is t6 be underſtood of us, 

mike and whollome Doarihe, which is Meat 
* nk, woe. ' But ſuppoſing the whole diſcourſe to 


upon that ſubject, yet there can be nothing of Tranſub- 
Fy tiauon, Me Ke - Whic oh Et, vpis'r July: ap. 
par ty on Ae Iv 0 74 9% 4, 5 
ving on him in order, t6 5a8y; 
he, is the work of God, "that ye 1 ML w EL fi bh 
ent. So, Yeiſe 5 wg #ewer. 
-"Y nll tn | ; Pr 
alieve not. b: Ts Et 
that ſent me, that , 


up at the laſt Da oe lah Add Pg Wh 


me, hath FIAT 
: jp 0h OE, of ED by co - 
as, Verſe. 3.5, 37; $45, it 
calld eating his Fl lis Blood. |, ' Whence 
ris evident, they. are all oy So mous terms uſed. to TInuS 
one and the fame thing, Juit pork N 


The, Apoſtle | ('F Ger, IO. F Fo that ai Fathers 
were under the Cloud, and all ough the Sea :. and © 
were all baptized unto Moſes is ['S- oi nt; in the Sea, and * 


did all eat the fart Ur e's op d all drink the 


ave wor Pri. Rock - 

ind. ah oo " Now the 

Es Gate fe 
polar ok 


of reac 


Hriſt d eth in our hearts , * 4. 
\ 15.8. fays, { an the Ye, ye 
ah eth in me , and 7 in him, t 


fruit : for 


is that Spiritual Food on which 


we feed by Faith unto life Everlaſting, 


_ To what has been fad on 


Hey ER OG $s the | 
The cup Bleſhng bich we Beſs ts 2; the Communion of 
| * Chrift + The Bread 


the Bloo 


| y, 
Eerie AR Bee 
Me Lord's Meath THI Fe toe. 


his Subject , we may add ma 
aſſert the Elements which are 


ſtle,, 'x Cor, 10. 16, 


this 
by Te of $f, whit ſte Een 
: Matter of thus Feaſt, to be'the fameafter Conlecratlon, 
© Thi the A 


Pak we break, is it not F 
"7 So again, Chap. 11..v.1 

a Bi tis Gp, Ne do ſhes 
"But that d £| 


Te jo ge 
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| fitedon, is what our Lord himſelf faid at the Inſtitution of 


his Supper ; Matth. 26. 26. And as they were eating, Feſus 
took Broad , and Bleſſed it , and fat-4 and Ku, Jos 
Diſciples , and ſaid, Take, eat, this is my Body. Aud he 
took the Cup, and gave thanks , and gave it to thew , ſaying, 
drink ye all of it. For this is my Blood of the New Teſta: 
ment; which is ſhed for many for the Remiſſon of Sins. Tf here 
is not plain Tranfubſtantiation , I know not where to find 
it. Our Saviour himſelf in the preſence of his Diſciples 
takes a piece of Bread , and plainly affirms that 'tis his 
Body ; and fhall not we believe him? yes, furely. Bur 
what follows > Yerf. 29, But I ſay unto you, I will not drink 
henceforth of this Fruit of the Vine, until that day when 1 
drink it new with you in my Father's Kingdom. I think he tells 
us as plainly here, that che Wine was ſtill the Fruit of the 
Vine after tion , as before he did , that it was his 
Blood. But to this we may add what St. Luke ſays of his 
inſtituting his Supper, Luk. 22. 19, And he took Bread, and 
gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, ſaying, This is 
my Body which is given for you : and fo of the Cup, This is 
the New Teſtament of Blood, which is ſhed for you. Where, 
if 1 were given'to Criticiſm , F might take notice , as Beza 
has done, that Chriſt ſays, This is my Body , which is given, 
for you , not to you. But'to let that vals ; we know that 
Chriſt was not yet Crucified , till after the inſtitution of 
this Feaſt : So that here's another figure , he makes uſe of 
the Preſent Tenſe inſtead of the Future , inſtead of; this is 
my Body, which ſhall be given for you, he fays, which is given 
for you, as if it was a thing already done. Now in my opi- 


- nion, it wou'd have been much more for Tranſubſtantiation, 


if he had usd the Future Tenſe, and told 'em plainly, 7his 
is my Body which ſhall be crucified for you : and his ating 
the contrary, nulls all Pretences/ to the Doctrine from his 
words. But Be/armin has wittily ſuggeſted another kind 
of Argument, which I ſhall the rather mention, becauſe it- 
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the] elative wou'd refer to bath Bread and Bedy, it was in 


- made -as much for Tranſubſtamtiation , as- Hoc, &c; and 
. wou'd, have bcen as liable to Cayil and Diſpute : yet he that 
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been ſtarted afreſh, and 4tne;is, © If; rheſe works | 


un Hoc cannot Adjectively agree with Bread, #s 
EE Coe 
A oo Nei can doc V 2 
no that-is ſeen and openly known, \nlels that thinghs | 
© of the Neuter Gender: [But Bread is of the Maſculine, both 
Greek and Latin,, No man' going - to ſhew ar other 
«his. ro! wou'd fay, Hoe oft frater mens : neither wou d 
* any man fay of the. King's Image, Zocre/? Crelar. But all 
this.is. but. a {ly Inſgnuation \ to cajole thoſe that Know no 
more of Grammar. than this Argument. wou'd teach 'eni, 
And I haveſo much Charity for that great Man, as to be 
a Ke. a Grammarian to be gull'd by fo poor 
ab Fa: ppoſe he cou'd not be ignorant; "it he knew 
ma ern oenkaatct bbs uk, he knew 
rags dare tay, that Haoc.is here usd as a Relative; 
that it-might very well refer to cither of the 
an on age or Katy tay in this caſe the 
ſeei | or, not ſering the Bread. fignified nothing : but as 
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his Power. to make it agree with which of the Subſtantives 
pleas'd him. And fo , ic eff Corpus mexrw., wou'd have 


ſpake.the words wou'd ſhew himſelf 4 good Grammarian 
And fo, tho! 'tis true, 'twou'd be improper to 
lay. of a.man's Brother, Foc eff frater mexs, [ERP well 
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faid to be the very Father himſelf: Now wou'd not 
be calld Fools or worſe, if 
vindicate the Poet's Metamorplioſs of 


All this while, I think I have not made the leaft ap- 
peal to our Sences, tho' in a Matter ſo obvious to 'em, 


fubſtantiation. But, as in things that are obmous to 
fence , our Senſes cannot be decav'd ; fo neither did our 
Saviour ever deny us the Evidence of our Sendes in fuch 
caſes: bur thus he expoſtulates; Have ' ye not ſeen the 
Mitacles wbich 1 did © ly 2 And in order to convince 
vs of the realltiry of his Reſurretion, he appeals con: 
ſtantly to our Senſes : Reach hither thine hawal , and 
thruft it into my fide; a Spirit hath not fleſh and bon 
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to ſence-, y 

entire in- two places ſo far diſtant at the ſame 
a Miracle, but againſt reaſon ; and 
'ever was, but the Miracle of Tranſub- 
zation. .-Some [Articles of Faith, are above our Rea- 
or. | Sence;| but! none contrary to. both. Reaſon and 
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| Diſagreement een':fome-of --the Principal Do- 
rices-of the: Church - of -Remie ,+and: the Holy Scrip- 
rures/- And this:F prefume I-may fay for my. felf, that 
rem I have . meddI'd in the ing of an obſcure 
z0'd Endeavour 
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And if -they.can make good thoſe Dodtrines here cen- 
fur'd, from the Word of God , notwithſtanding what is 
here produe'd , I my ſelf will become a Roman Catholick 
with the firſt appearance of Truth in thoſe Dodtrines I 
have hitherto thought Falſe. - But as I think that can ne- 
vet be done, ſo I humbly recommend this plain, but, 1 
hope, faithful Piece to your ſerious Perufal, and hope it 

may 
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—_ to as GE and that 
_y ll Benefe of a ſincere Believer of _ 


Gelpeli op hen Which, that God of his infinite Grace 
ercy, through tus Son Chrilt Jeſus, will grant to 

_ and yours, is, and ever ſhall be the conſtant and 
Prayer of, 


Madam, 


Tour moſt humble Servant, &Cc. 
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